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* 2 DE could aſſure his HE i 
(as he did) t that not a ſparrow 
to the ground without RET 
venly father, and that i 
hairs of their heads were all FEI 
| bered, moſt certainly every thin 
| that affecis their ene t. q 
uſefulneſs in life, and the tithe of 
their removal out of it muſt be 
under his direction and influence. 
Ves, afflictions are his meſſengers, 
ſent by him when and where and 


for 9. — urpoſes he pleaſes: 
ject not, ue erer, My ta fact 
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to have been more the will of man 
God; for * Hs hearts of 
„ men, of kings, Are 17 Hands 


| I rig}! | | <4 7 
of the Lord, as the rivers of wa- 


„ter he turneth them whitherfo- - 
ever he will.” Though it was the 
cruelty of Joſeph 


's brethren that 


involved him in thoſe ' grievous 


ſufferings he endured when they 


JW hated him and fold him, yet he 
ſpoke afterwards of them with an 
W amiable mixture of piety and fra- 
Wy ternal affection as appointed by a 
Viſe, righteous and good Provi- 
W dence. “ | 

<<. gry with yourſelves that ye fold 


* Be not grieved nor an- 


* me hither, for Gop ſent me be. 


fore you to preſerve you a Poſte- 


* rity in the earth, and to ſave your 


lives by a great deliverance : fo 


* now it was not you that ſent ne 


* hither but Gop.” Jeſus Goy's 
dear ſuffering ſon ſpake of histrials 


as the cup which his father had giy- 
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Peter an eye-witnels of them, 


though he, at the ſame time, ſiu 


and ſaid that they were bro 
upon him more immediately by 
ſinful men He that was delivered 
up by the determinate counſel 
© and foreknowledge of God (fays 
he to his Lord's murderers) © ye 
have ſeized, and by. wicked 
hands have crucified and ſlain. 
And if the interpoſition of a 
Providence is to be acknowledg- 
ed where creatures, as inſtruments, 
have been apparently concerned, 
much more in thoſe perſonal af. 
flictions which befal us without 
the intervention ſuch - ſecond 
caueſs. Theſe trials are frequent! i 
ly called the “ chaſtiſements of 
* the Lord,“ and he that en- 
dures them is ſaid to be © rebuked 
« of him.“ The language of the 
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Almighty on this Beats . kin, 
and I make 'alayiey; I wound and 
*:Fiiheal.” I: His ſervant David, | 
wen rebuked by ſickneſs, ſaid to 
him, I am conſumed by the blow 
„of thine hand,” and again, 1 
F was dumb and opened not 
* my mouth becauſe. thou didſt 
« it.” ||--And as we have reaſon to 
ſay of every loſs we ſuſtain, and 
every affliction we ſuffer, © It is 
* the Lord” it becomes us to add 
let him do as ſeemeth good in 
his fight : each of us with holy 
Job making it our requeſt to him 
ho does nothing in'vain © Do not 
= condemn me, ſhew me where- 
* fore thou contendeſt with me.“ 
= This we have all reaſon to be- 
lieve, that afflictions are the con- 
W/cquence of Vn. Man was happy 
Was long as he remained innocent: 
Put when he tranſgreſſed the law 
f his Maker a curſe was denounc- 
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ed upon him Adam and his poſte 
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the mi ſemies that attend it Manis 
born to trouble, It is an inherits 
ance \ entailed unalienably.' pas 
him from generation to generation 
The Is Paul, ſpeaking of this 
ſays © As by one man ſin entered 
tinto the world, and deathby. fin; 
ſo” a ſentence of deathꝰ including 
all the afflictions and ſorrows that 
are its ſolemn harbingers, has 
* paſſed upon all men for that all 
a — ſinned,” 4 As ſinful crea» 
tures we all carry the more imme- 
diate cauſes of our afflictions and 
mortality about us: and many fins 
involve thofe that commit them in 
ſufferings peculiar to themſelves. 
The Providence of Gop, in ſome 
inſtances, marks out a perſon's eaſy 
beſetting fin in his puniſhment; 
The proud heart is brought low 
by ſome peculiarly humblying vi- 
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8 1 that Rachel tied, in 
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a paſhonate exclamation. awhile her 
Wore Give me children or ele 1 
die.“ Compare Gen. chap. xxx. 
2 x; with chap. xxxv. 17—19),).:.{;} 
Tho' the frailty of the human. frame 
In general is ſuch that we have 
Wrcaſon to ſay with Dr. Watts 
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i that a harp ot tho | 
_ Should keep in is ſo long. - 3 
he body is a delicate piece of 
machinery liable to be put out 
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Wexpoſed to diſaſters, and which is 
[ ode to move but for A very ort 
Wpcriod, ſo that even tho? it is not 
C iſturbed by any external violence, 
it will in a little time 1 
wear out and moulder to du 
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ind ſupporting GOD and Redeemer 
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Lord waxing, confident by hi 
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* ſpeak the word without fear!“ 
Thus, often obſerved, the 
blood & aſhes of the ith th cab 
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renown in the church of Gov, 
In ſome inſtances painful and my. 
ſterious trials, as Joſeph's referred 
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ſelf and many connected with him 
In others the ſight of a perionul 
afflictions, and an obſervation ou 
his behaviour under them has fag 
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and whoſe, are all their Ways; 

dme that were too dag in 
Pers of everlaſting moment, too fonct 
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4 n their purſuit of it and ex; 
eccations from it, have thereby 
een taught to ſet. their affection 
5 nore conſtantly and ardently on 
hings above; and others, who 
„ öbrough the diſtreſſing fear of death 
ere all their lives time before 
n the moſt painful bondage, by 
bſerving the peaceful and Joyous 
nd of the righteous have been 
rappily reheved and comforted, 
nd prepared to meet their own 
ummons with compoſure and re- 


nation. | 
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& lutarv fruit.“ 2 729 
„ lutary fruit.” There have;b Rn 
inſtances in which violent diſoꝶ 
ders have proved means of intro 
ducing a ſounder and more. ella; 
bliſhed ſtate of health to the bod 
afterwards than ever it enjoy, 0 
before. This, however, is not. if 
uſual tendency or 1 "a 
flictions : nor are they, comman 
ſent to promote any temporal 1 
vantage, though Providence may 
ſo over- rule them, in ſome. 1p 
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2. as to make them the means 
romoting it. Affficttens of 
are to do the ou! good; and that for 
ever: to an our ſpiritual 
health and proſperity and by 
forming us to eminent improve- 


ments in the divine life toit uy 
for the ſervice of Go and of 


generation here; and for the cont: 
SF pany, entertainments N 1044s 

ments of the higher orders of glo- 
Wrified ſpirits hereafter.” Some of 
Wt he moſt precious ſentiments that 
ver dropt from the lips of the 
children of Gop and ſome of the 
noſt valuable and uſeful. diſcour- 
les delivered and penned: by his 
ſervants were the immediate fruits 
Wot Afflictions. Nor do the bene- 
Wits of them to the people of 
bop end with their abode in the 
Woody. Our light, affliction that 
is but for a moment; 'work- 
eth out for us a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of 
glory.“ They do not indeed 
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. 8 afflictions, 
dre ſtupid and hardened 
them than they were before TR 
condition of ſuch is dreadfull 
dangerous; „For he that being 
uten feproved hardeneth His 
© ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, 
that without: temedy/” 1150008 
© blefled is the man; whom's 
4 Lord-'chaſteneth and teacHeth 
* out of his law.“ T N 
obſerver & $1 AN HO 9 
.. Aſſticbions are ent to conn 
us / ſerwous, important trut "of 
which vo were ignorant or | heenteſs Bi 
of before. We are told it was à fre 
quent and favourite ſaying! -f 
Luther “ Schola crucis e ſchol 
* lucis” * The ſchool of affli 
ig the | ſchool of inftruQionl 
And bleſſed be Gop he has taught 
his people many Very uſeful [- 
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ole. hand it is, and reminds us 
ö our conſtant and abſolute 2 
dendance upon him for life. * 
breath and all things. 
Hence we. Jenny the Galley lot 
zur frame, an d the precatibus te- 
ure on which we hold our abode 
, alu earthly houſe of our e 
acle. 
= Our pains and ſickneſles reach, 
s the purity and the truth © 
od, his invariable deteſtation 2 
in, and the infinite evil of „ 
That which has involved Amani 
In all ages in ſo many and ſuch 
rievous ſufferings. 
But the ſtroke thou feeleſt, af. 
Hicted chriſtian, is not only to teach 
hee the evil of fin in general; but 
C3 more 
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o thee, or overlooked 
fore. Hiſtreſs brought. | 
thren to a painful reflection 9 
their conduct, and a penitentc ad 
knowliedgment of their ſin in 
Vexrily we are n 
* our brother.“ The rod of 
proof gives wiſdom: ſuch is this 
pride of the human heart "thatian 
proſperity it deceives many with; 
tlattering notions of the excelle 

of their characters and the fafety 
of their ſtate, who to ' an une 
ring, holy and impartial eye up. 
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that thus at onee 8 
kalte notions of ourſelves, of our 
Cop and our Nedeemer, of this 
world and of the world to coe; 
proves the means of enlightening 
he eyes of our dark underſtand- 
ings that we may know what is the | 
hope of his calling and what the 
riches of the glory of his inherit- 
WW ance in the ſaints: or fets the ex- 
cellencies of that inheritance, and 
che beauty and importance of the - 
method of obtaining it revealed in 
the goſpel in a light clearer and 

ſtronger, more iriking and anima- 
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Sickneſs, pain and. trouble os 
vertake many in a ſtate and, tine | 
when ſuch a reformation, is great: 
ly needed, - when it might be ſaid 
of the errors and deficiencesoof 
their hearts and lives they Mexeiſo 
evident they could not be hidg gi 
ther from themſelves, or , athens} 
and were ſo many they could;;notol 
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darkneſs and tranſlating them ito 
the kingdom of GOD dear. Sen 
lt vas ſaid of 1 
of Judah, in his proſperity; t Vu 
1 did that which was evil im ths 
«ſight of the Lord, like untahe 
% abominations of the heathen 
om the Lord had daſt ad 
before the children of Iſrael, 
5 8 when he was in affliction bd 
% beſbught the Lord e wor 
% humbled himſelf 

* the Gop of — 7 and took 
% away the ſtrange and:;idals 
© Out of the houſe of the Lor 
970 Then Manaſſeh knew i n 
“ vah he was GOD.“ Thus lie 
wiſe was the pride and haught 
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xtol the King of Heaven; convinc- 
Ned by the humbling revolutionß of 
his own life that thoſe Who walk in 
pride he is able to abaſe. . If they 
broved effectual to humble and 
often his proud and hard heart, 
he moſt painful and mortifyin 
cenes of his life were its be 


ency and deſign of every trial. 
At 1s appointed on Gop —* like 
he fire into which Shadrach, 
Neſhech and Abednego were 
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* the puniſhment of their iniqui 
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profeſſing poople) «ds that —— hene 

4. 0 1 may go no . it 
* from me, neither —— 
more with their tranſgreſhons! 
ere are many other expreſπ 
oo as well as figurative repre 
ntations of this-ſerious | truth 
the word of God, that his gratioull 
deſign herein is that the 1nquity ll 
of Jacob ſhould be purged; a 
that this is all the — to W 
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« and torment. the never | 
« ſoul”. Dreadful indeed is "I. 
ſituation.of any of hom it may 

be ſaid as it Was once oi that p 

Pie 1.0 Why ſhould ye be ſtrick- 

more and more: — For he that 

b ding often reproved hardeneth- 

is neck ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroy - 
d and that without remed ye 
Zut thy afflictions, ſufferer, are- 

aercies' indeed, if by purifying 
hy ſoul, they prove the means 
df ſaving. thee from that ruin to 
hich thine iniquities had expoſ- 
ad thee. Mariners throw over; 
f board (ſays Mr. Flavel) their 
rricheſt lading in a ſtormy to pre- 
„ {erve the veſſel and their lives; 
Soldiers in a city beſieged beat 
or burn down the faireſt build- 
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of thy ſoul?“ We-are'thaſthj 
ed of the Lord” (ſaystheapeſitle 
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Affliction. It is matter of thanks 
giving that it is not heavier, 0 
more complicated; that it has been 
of no longer continuance, and that 


it did not prove fatal in its firſt al- p- 
tack ; that we have means of reliet WM d 
and ſupport under it; and friend a 
to ſympathize with us, and per- a 
form for us thoſe offices of hum ( 
nity and kindneſs without which Wl + 
the burden of affliction would be | 
inſupportable. It would ill become 


us 


ion” — 
0 us. in a al tg 
0 ninef TR fut — 242 


theſe.” But we' have better dle 
nge 10 acknowledge”; Spiritual 
bleſſings | in heav aces in 
Chriſt Je ſus. oe valuable” —— 
diſcoveries of goſpel-· grace in a d or 
of adverſity ! If Delia d eon 
joice in the comparatively fe and 
imperfect diſcoveries of that — 
that” _— made to the chu 
his day, and ſpeak of them as ts 


mage, and as ſweeter chan 
or the hony- comb What is ou 
privilege, and how abundant our 
occaſions of joy and thanksgivi 


precious promiſes, and the 
dear and full manifeſtations of h 
and immortality with which we 
are favoured in t Diſcourſes of 


ry dottrine; prec t, invitation 
200 b 


and 


ſongs in the houſe of his pilgri. 


for all thoſe exceeding great and 
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Chriſt and his Aßoſtles! In an 
hour of pain and ickneſs let 'us, 
bleſs God for the able; and eve. 


awd 
15 of the benefit of publicy 

a | 

St Vants of Rigg [have | 

e eee es ty wo not A, 
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of God let us not forget the man 
ſabbaths which ſome of us 50 ye 
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ances. How many 2 We 


may ming add with ha 
44 leſs law had be 
t 1 ro th 


52 


d periſhed ins in ny alf 


"ſe 
hs 1 


tion.“ T I 
When confined from the 


months and (perhaps) Ye; 


enjoyed there—We have p 

reaſon to recollect them with) lea. 
ſure and thankfulneſs if ord! Al 
ces were made the means f wi; 


parting divine light and life by 
ſouls for their 1 in ruction an 
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pon 


+ pl. exix. 50. f 92. 
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port when we. 79 

th the multitu 9955 99 jo | 
yt Never indeed, cap we uff 
Gently admire. the. oe 10 LOL 
the exceeding greatneſs of, th 


wer which nat only proclaime 
the glad tidings a ſalva a9, in 
eb but opened our onde 
they have ever. 1 4 8 $ 
embrace and obey the go 
aa he Ate of che: Knowledge 
of, the glory of Gop in the 
of Jeſus Chriſt, Let our 5 
be much in affliction on this Bebi 4 
engaged in lively and an api 
anon upon it, 1 55 

molt grateful 9 i nas 01 

hen we realize the great the 

wellimabie bleſſings hereby ſecur - 
cd to us for time and eternity; 
when we think on whom the are 
beſtowed, and recollect what it 
colt the Son of God. al "obtain 
them, we cannot but each charg 
our hearts with a . — 
thankful remembrance of the great 
love 
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arg! of David cf 1 
. Om foul, nd ld ak 

« Weithin me leſs his 
© bleſs the Lord O my fou 
not all his beneſttn 1s 


AiRibr ought by no means to id 
terrupt the ſong. | Rejorce- in u 
bulation. Many of the ſervanh 
cn have had great” read 
praiſe him not while un. 
th the rod, but for it; attd'canol 
of all for ſome of its moſt | 
viſitations. They have yielded to 
them the peaceable fruits of gh 
teouſneſs. And Oh the 
miration with which — al 
look back upon them when, e 
their releaſe from the bodyythe 
find that this light affliction: 
is but for a —— has been form 
ing them for the enjoy ment] of 
Go, and all the exalted ſervice 
of the heavenly world.—Sufferin 
1 Let che y of 8 
4111 SET. 


uin 8 reg 

a not. only — ub 

An AniCoOa bing W 
thee for it, butiteach: 


be revealed in ws to begin 
thoſe rr, e xerciſes which: may 
= traini up for thine ever. 
an bear. and bliſs. 
—_ more, let thei afflicted: re- 
member it“ isi their rage 64 when 
able, 4} FTTH 15 F 
. To imbart  kaſonabl five: 
$4 y. all about them. The ſpirit 
we maintain and manifeſt then, if 
it be what it ought: to be, will be 
itſelf. a uſeful leſſon to our ſur- 
rounding: friends. A dying faint 
ſaid to his family, I have for- 
*« merly taught you how to live, 
* I-am now: teaching you (mean. 
ing by his — how — 
* die.” It will be peculiarly 
Py when we can 3 this: ws; ta 
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the manner of our behaviour and 
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the beſt relief and comfort in 
it. Inſtructions grounded on the 
obſeryations and experience o 
ſick friend, are generally heard 
attentively and retained. long. Ex. 
deavour therefore when in, ſuch 
circumſtances to impreſs upon the 
minds of thoſe around you a 
ſerious ſenſe of the evil of ſin- 
and to enforce a conſtant and cloſe 
watchfulneſs againſt it—Beſpeak4 | 
diligent attention to the word) 

Goo, and a ſacred veneratia 


eee No: 
all che \orfirra | 


preſs dad We Goh 


and 1 0 duty e rare | 
the ſolemn andendedring mer a 
rations there -urged recommend 
beg efpecially by tender and 
pre en dae of the va- 
_—_— human life arid” nature, 
Ache. extreme folly of deferring 
the great preparatives for another 

world, to à fick and dying bed. 
- Beſides theſe general inſtructi- 
ons of equal e re to all, it 
is Our duty to pay the beſt atten- 
tion we Can to the ſeveral ages, 
characters and circumſtances of 
thoſe about us; and to drop hints 
of advice, caution, admonition, or 
encouragement as may be moſt 
needed ; 'or, in the language of 
ſcripture, let us endeavour to give 
to every one his portion in due ſea- 
lon. To the young and to the a- 
ged, to the rich and to the poor; 
to khem who appear to have ſome. 
K 2 good 
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is that: the 6 
Ho 1 tom e 0 7609 
More eſpecially if we N 
apprebeiſd this of ſome to 
we have been hearly related; and 
whoſe intereſts the ties of nature 
or friendſhip have cloſely connet. 
ed with our own. © ** 
Perhaps we may be able to ped 
to them with more freedom, ang 
they may be diſpoſed to "Bea" 
more attentively in affliction 
when we and they were frog 
ed with the ſmiles of Provide 
or entangled with the cares of t 
world, 
An opportunity ſo f arte 
ought not however to be tieglett 
ed—it will afford us ſome fa 
tion, if called away from, t then 
"a 
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to know that we a Endeayo Y 
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as 1 Hh hoy 
lit 4 


70505 11 Aut N e 
ach to their comfort ae 
own if, from hat good ds WP | 
diſcover of our well int 0 7 
ſtrüctions, we can leave 11 
a more chearful hope of ſeeing 
them again in a better world): 605 
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Pitortalions to the Afi in dif- 
ferent Circumſtances, Ages and 
Stations; and whoſe Je Ami ions have 


axiſen more unmedzatel from dif- 
. Cauſes. i | 


oy! O Perſons under Afiftions 

in different circumſtances. 
1. To the Wo God has given 
you not only ſufficient food and 
raiment, but many of the conve- 
n ences and delights of life, and 
"WY placed 


the ſtrokes of it. You have it it 


| One. Vet the 
is 0 


Wealth,“ Riches hoe” not inthe 
day of wrath.” They cannotiſs 

cure from pain and ſicknelſs'f 
cannot remove the rod or hghiteh 


deed in your power to ſccute afſiſ 
ance & accommodations that 
want. Be thank ful to Gon for th 
alk his bleſſing with & upon them 
amd remember that, as the ſtewart 
of his manifold gifts, it is ro red 
of you that. you be found: fa 
Have you been fo hithierte? I ht 
hand of Gop upon you is not 
calling You. to the inquiry: IN 
e You, of an. APP? | 


Nette 9 4 Prox. xi, * 


K 5 Aſfdtam do 1711 
ment. In A, 1 

Jute Lord will a 5 

tial: hy wk 1 * : r. 

op 1 be oke 4 e Art 
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thou prepared 
Allyeur wealth  willaygil. 
thing. nor would at if d 
times more than it is at his 
nal. Avail- did I ſay? nay 1 ui 
appear a dreadful e — 
your guilt, if you are 
an -unfaithful or an u 
ſervant. Now . 
our talents and conſider ik — 
oe employed them. you 
will da well to take.into your ac- 
count, for your Lord remembery 
all the advantages you have, or 
might have derived from your 
ſuperior circumſtances; advantages 
tor doing good to others, and for 
whom, bleſſings of the higheſt 
value and importance to your- 
Arz; Are any. the better for 
them? are you? Riches iu ſome 


rr e ay Pre 


the ſummons 7 


inſtances 
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116 Inſeructious to tn Rig 
ene ei zan 
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his 


larming ; eſpecially as the lan 
guage of Jeſus. But hej. by . | 
means intends in it to affert ith 
abſolute impoſſibility: of their dal; 
vation. There have been and-{lilj 
are thoſe who, reſiſting, and;ovep! 
coming the temptations. of hig 
rank and affluent' circumſtance 
ſet their affections on things above, 
N not 
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piefents all fehl 
nl life. May y 
fruits of the ſpirit, f 
your' inheritance; and by preſetit 
lufferin be made meet to Partake 
of dura le riches and righteonſtiefs 
af the right hand of Gon.” IH 9 
ſurvive this trial, 1 BareMe: 
forth as gold from furnace, 
more beautiful and more valuable, 


more humble, taly * FN: | 


minded”: Miche ve *by rt ma 
be to the joy of your Toba” "0 
mit me only” to add that 25 Fority 
is but one common ſalvatibn, ſo 
there is but one favour for the 
poor and the rich; "and one me. 
thod bf app lication e equally tmport- 
ant and neceſſar oth, e 
by Faith; for hy kids believeth on 
the Son hath life; but be that be- 
lieveth not the Som ſhall not ſee 


Ch, | 
644 WU) 


175 ' 
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ae eattieſt of 


life, but the wrath of Go abideth 
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bea bb he Ste r, 
are there not ſome WHU, t W 
burdens of poverty and affe 
haue the additional load df A ff 
ty: conſcience, that are miſt 
Bere, and have nothing to Cape 
but miſery, and that fUr el 


hereafter? If this, reader; is thy 
condition I cannot but fel t thee 
But it is very little the; pity* 
your beſt friends e 1 
ue may diſpoſe:thetn or 

ome offices of tender efs Aud be. 
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neficence, which it end th > be 1 
their power to perform but if 
very thing is cane that mai n 
do for you, nothing -ſhort Gf 

exertion of power and gract d, 
vine can give you elſeefllaf Mi 
laſting relief. And if you would 
obtain that you muſt pray for iti 
But do you feel your need of thi 
grace? with which of all the f 
that attend you, are you * 


rat Ss, Pogr. 29 
thly affected. T 

5 45 mo and 
annot be inſenſible of the 
ter will pain and alarm you;' moſt]. 
pain al afflictions 18 grie vous: but 
and lind, and naked, is a ſtill 


_— 881 
to the aff & 

ted. The ſraightneſs.of 
our circumſtances, the affliction 
aur bod er dhe 4 
dated ſtate of your uf xn 
but, if in your right mind, the lat 
To want neceſſary, ſupplies far the 
ody, eſpegially when viſited with 
a ſoul on tlie borders of eternity; 
wretched, and miſerable, and poor; 
more pitiable ſpectacle: periſhing 


under the. diſeaſe of ſm; and in 
this condition either crying out in 
agony, O how can I eſcape the 
* damnation of hell? how ſhall J 
endure everlaſting burnings? “ or, 
which to a ſerious and thoughtful 
friend is ſtill more alarming; ut. 
terly inſenſible of its condition, 
and unapprized of e Is 
either of theſe your. ſtate? The 
apoltle Paul ſaid of himſelf —_ 

| is 


, ” 
| 4 0 


bis brethren, I in this life a 


Lare of all men moſt miſerable We 
and have not you often adopted hill - 


language. He meant it not a6 e 
language of complaint, nor thouldiMl ": 
you. utter it as ſuch; whether bor ot 
to poverty or, like Job, reduce 15 
by a bereaving Providence. That 80 


r d ſay in the want o 1 
| things It) The Lord gave and TH 
* the Lord hath taken away; ble- d 
*« ſed be the name of the Lord. 
Though it is by no means inconfil 
ent with the moſt perfect content: 
ment in preſent circumſtances to 
provide for an hereafter. - Having 
no continuing city, Paul and.ob 
ſought one to come; and will not 

ou; If you have neglected, it 
441k it is high time to [awake 
out of ſleep—ariſe and call upen 
ycur Go if fo be that he vil 
think upon you that you peril 


1 Cor, xvi 19. 
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to the aſficted For. 121 
not — if already alarmed, it is 
your mercy, and may afford you 
encouragement to know Make 18 
condeſcending and full of compaſ- 
on. Vour Poverty and miſery 
will not hinder gour acceptance - 
with him; if enabled to apply as 
becomes one in your condition and 
character in the name of his dear 
Son he will not reject your petiti- 
on, he will in no wiſe caſt you out. 
The poor have the Goſpel preach- 
ed unto them. And in that Goſpel 
many exceeding great and preci- 
ous promiſes to encourage their 
ine and believing applications 
to a throne of grace. The Lord 
* heareth the poor.” T God hath 
* choſen the poor of this world, 
* rich in faith, and heirs of the 
kingdom which he has promiſed 
to them that love him.” The well 
grounded hope of that Glory will 
carry you with compoſure and joy 


+ Pf. Ixix. 33. 


through 
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122 Alion, n Pot.” 
throu; 2 the dark valley of the Thi 


dow. cath,” and will fa 
and 8018 ort you, in al fy 
th $ and ful rings you ttt ende 
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in your way Jon tity take hi "8 8: 
th 40 our hope be bolt on! "ta 0 
foundation 1 Gop hath laid in n 
Yor, for whoſoever relieth there. MI 
ſhall never be aſhamed.” "I tl 

1 2. It is our duty and will be b 
greatly to our advantage to hear MW ' 
the rod in Every Period of Iiſe I 
in which afflictions overtake us. h 
I. In Youth. — Pain and ſicknek MI ® 
come early to many, and to ſome 8. 
with a bleſſing. Solomon ſays the WM © 
rod and reproof give wiſdom, If 8 
Tag obſervation be juſt of an earth. it 
ly Parent's, much more of that in tl 
the hand of our heavenly Father, th 
Hear it, my young Friend, and “ 
apply thine heart to underſtand * 
wiſe counſels, the ſalutary WW © 
cautions, and faithful admonitions 5 


it is ended to convey. Then 
wi! you ſay alſo with him it i 


good 


AMictions in Foufl. 323 
good, to he t yoke 1n, Our 
outh; Mor]. eee to real 

happineſs. than a long lea N ofa 

interrupted health and prolperity. 
Far from complaining of thy days 
of confinement, and the weariſome 


o 


nights that have been appointed 
unto thee, thou wilt bleſs Gop for 
them as the means of breaking the 
bonds of thy captivity, and open- 
ing upon thee the privileges, and 
hopes of the children of Gop. Per- 
haps before, thine heart was ſet up- 
on every vain amuſement & carnal 
gratihcation, thou art now taught 
to.deſpiſe them as empty and low, 
& to dread and ſhun them as pain- 
ful in the reflection and fatal in 
their conſequences. The Lord has 
hereby formed thee to a taſte for 
pleaſnres that are ſolid, ſatisfactory 
and enduring, and given thee ſome 
enjoyment of them: Pleaſures de- 
rived from Gop himſelf ; which 
bring down the beginnings of hea- 
ven into the ſoul, and fit it for a 
"8 E. 2 part 


1 24 Auktions in Youth, 
N TION zu neee 

chere act pie d pe eke 
. Where there is fulneſs of 10y, "ani 
at his right han where ther "Are 
plealures for eyermore, - 
„Before this warning of hiunian 
frailty you was lay ing your accouji 
for months and years to come. 
Say ing within yourſelf, Soul thoy 
haſt much goods, or ſtrength ſuff. 
cient, for many years; and if 4 
ſerious friend beſpoke your, attey. 
tion to ſpiritual and eternal thing 
you would put them off ta a Fl 
tant period and ſay * It will be 
time enough to think of thoſe 
affairs when I am threeſcore, or 
upon a ſick-bed. Oh child 
trifling ! Oh fooliſh preſumption! 
fooliſh you now ſee it in every 
view. A creature ſo frail to ex. 
pect ſuch a length of days, liable 
to be called away at an hour's, at 
a moment's warning ; or to be ren- 
dered incapable of the neceſſary 


* Read Dr. Watts's Hymn B.*II. Hy. x. & xi. 
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reparati 4 of e though 
ipprehenfiv | te f 1 ve 
weeks 54 80 900 855 NN ie 


ted. "This it mich e Bel WY 
och thee. "Bleſs GO it 18 55 & 


if How. haſt _ reaſon to 1 
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k this ion will not be "2 
7 death: more elpecuy if it 4 0 : 
15 for ts, Sleud, and 1 | 
7 means i” imparting 6 utary 115 

bly tryin to thy ſoul in early life. 

Wl But whateve 175 nt be w ethe: 

I "Wife or death, if it das a\ Vakened 

(i thee to ſerious thought for thy 


ſoul, led thee into a thoroug 


155 Jeſus whom to know 1 13 life eternal ; 
mik it has brought thee to thy 
by knees, and opened thy mouth and 


heart in humble and fervent pray- 
er before GopD : If it has engaged 
thee to ſeek firſt the kingdom of 
Gop and his righteouſneſs, again 
[ ſay unto thee thou haſt found it 
good to bear the yoke in thy 
youth, Thou wilt have reaſon 
L 3 to 


knowledge of thyſelf, and of Mat 


| 
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te acknowledge it to have bay: 
ſo through life! and efpedialhÞin ul 


death whenever the change do 

And if called ſoon to take thy le 
of earth, and every conne ch 
thou haſt forined or expected 

it, when thus betimes trained 

for heaven, ind begeceh aguliel 
a lively hope of it thou mae 
not only ſubmit to the change b 
Welcome it with tony pt. 
* It is too ſoon (ſaid holy 'Baxteh) 
it is too ſoon to go to hell at 
hundred, but not too ſoon tog 
to heaven at twenty.“ Hawe 
you not heard or read of -pious 
youths, nay children, on à fick- 
bed that were willin to be abſent 
from the body ; wil ing to leave 
the world, reſign their all in it 
and every expectation they had 
been encouraged to entertain from 
it: who deſired, yea longed to de. 
part and to be with Chriſt as What 
they were perſuaded they ſhould 
find far better? One W 
EE er 


re 


Spirit. Solid fapport, ſtrong con- 
; Cation in ſickneſs, 7 54194 
Jo), rn is to be found no where 

che. Mine 1 
- Youthful pleaſures have prov- 
ed piercing thorns to many on 
their dying-beds; may you never 
be wounded by them there! 
2. Attend to the voice of Aﬀtttions of 
overtaken by them in the maſt of your 
days. When your hands-are full of 
buſineſs, —. your heads full of 
cares; when your connections 
ſeem important and your intereſts 
various; when actually embarked 
n many weighty hy inn 
ind you are forming ſchemes for 
others ſtill more extenſive ; when 
| your 
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your, ſtrength ſeems: mall, un 
your life moſt defirable;,yourimm 
friends for you appear Wi Gat 
teninga even in that very:GRyyuprr: 
upon you and Ser V ανẽ,jAj¶V 1 
lay yu afide from all. Theiby( 
tradeſman, the ingamaus artis, 
the laborious huſbandman, dhe in 
duſtrious houſewyd ſocludad per. 
haps. ſuddenly from ſcenes 
tranſactions that afforded ſenſſble 
enjoyment and ſanguine expectit 
ons: no 22 capable of activii 
or any, of the pleaſures at: once 
yielded. Sick & in pain, enftebſed 
and brought low; ſurrounded in. 
deed with tender and beloved 
friends ſorrowing over you; p- 
ing for themſelves. leſt in aut 
tle while they ſhould ſee your 
face no more. Alas! the painful 
ſtroke! with what a loſs, does it 
threaten us? Aye but aſk thyſel, 
ſufferer, how is it like to Progr 

N thee 


been beg 
thee? les or gain? 2 
reſfing and morktifying as the 
88 
a xind deſigni to e in th. 
latter end, 0 ds Wer good now — 
for ever. Amidſt thy various a- 
vocations thou haſt had little lei- 
ſure for reflection and forethought, 
now thou haſt time for both: Im- 
rove it. The hand of Gop' has 
id thee aſide from the cares and 
abours of life that thou mayeſt 
remember one thing is needful, 
nd chuſe that bettar part which 
em never be taken away from 
thee. Many an anxious thought, 
and many a painful hour thou haſt 
probably employed for food and 
rument, and to lay up treaſures 
on earth, now thou ſeeſt how little 
either would profit a foul that is 
not rich towards Gop. By 'this 
alfliction therefore thou art called 
upon to lay up treaſure in heaven, 
and to ſet thine affections on things 


above. It is ſaid of a great Prince 
that 
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190 Aftificons in Old-Age." 
that, aware of the tendenpy the 
of his cares e 
him unmindful of his immortal 
he ordered one of his attendants 
to come to him daily With thigsmy. 
mento Thou art a mortal mag. 
this ſerious truth? a kind meſſen 
ger is now ſent to bring it to your 
remembrance: e attended 
with thoſe divine teachings that 
will one you for the evento 
the affliction, whether life or death 
Then will you ſay with the facredMWind 
Pſalmiſt Bleſſed, O Lord, is the befor 
man whom thou chaſteneſt,” tho cnt ar 
in the midſt of his days and in t lit! 
midſt of his enjoyments, and thy | 


of my 
ever! 
lar fre 
oi 
have 
before 
and f 
from 
and -\ 
How 
and 
bas 
eges 


teacheſt him out o thy law.“ to ſep 
Some few hints, permit me t0 hon 
add | was, 


3. To thoſe who are viſited withaſ-M 'ore 
fiction in old. age. Behold now I there 
am old ſaid Iſaac; and if near your what 
threeſcore years and ten you may 


ſay with him, I kno not the 15 
Ob 


of my death.“ That day ix nde 
ever uncertam to all, but cannot be | 


4 . 
ar from, FOG preſent viſitati- 
lM on is to fore warn you of it. You- 


ave probably had many warning 
before Warnings from the word, 
ind from the Providence of Gap; 
from what has befallen others; 
and what | you have felt yourſelf. 
How have they been attended to 
ad improved? What good end 
bas been anſwered by paſt privi- 
eges and trials? In a little while: 
nd they muſt be accounted ſor 
before the Tribunal of an omniſci- 
ent and a ri Sen fudge, Ves in 
ehttle while this freknefs may be 
WH thy laſt—The meſſenger of GOD 

o ſeparate ſoul and body, to con- 

hen the latter to the earth as it 

was, and to ſummon the ſpirit be- 

lore Him that gave it. Think 

therefore in what manner and to 

what end you have ſpent all your 
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du have had a long days n 
great buſineſs of at;. been Jef 
unfiniſhed, unattempted till the 
evening? It is ſaid. of the ag 
4 int that he is gathered ina 
hock of corn fully ripe in his ſ 
ſon. The cultivation beſtowed - 
on him has not been in vain, Un- 
der the ſhowers of heaven, and ibe 
ſweet beams of the Sun of Righ- 
teouſneſs he has been made i 
to be gathered in by the Lord of 
the harveſt, and laid up in his gar. 
ner. If your foul is in ſuch a ſtate 
you need not be unwilling, nay 
you may be very glad to Pe cu 
1 — _ 
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Aten in G’ 8 
don. one » 1 el tome 
quickly; Releaſe /my Muiting l 
tottering * tabernacle! of. Reſt "are 
blood) A poor” weary Weiher. 
beaten pilgrim longs to bel ab ms 
journey's end. Aﬀrer a tedious 
and hazardous voyage, driventius 
way and that, ſometimes "becthm- 
ed, ſometimes among rocks /and/ 
ſhallows, ahd then again toſſed up 
and down by the winds and waves. 
O how ſhall I rejoice to catch a 
fight of my deſired haven! What 
facred tranfports will fill my foul 
the moment I ſet my feet on the 

romiſed land! The moment 1 
chold my Nedeemer and Lord in 


glory. This is my Gop, I have 


waited for him, I will rejoice and 
be glad in his ſalvation. Such are 
the hopes and joys of the dying 
ſaint! i NK $441. td . 
« But lo! the aged ſinner goes, 
a Laden wi Su and fall of woes 
* Down to the regions of che dead 
„With endleſs. corſes on his head. ” 
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ing 


other warning of ont g 
change ? that he is now alloyi 


you ſpace for repentance ? Oh that 
vou may know: and improve the 
day of your wiſitation, ever hour 
of it But harden notlyoun heart 
any longer. Is not theſtime paſt; 
a life of ſo many years, ſufficient, 
and more than ſuflicient to have 


awake gut of fle 
intereſts pf. eve 
depending; and depending it may 

be on a few days, poſſibly ona 
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„ ber mall we not 1 
+ Father 6f Spirits; and the Searc 7 


er of hearts? Mall we not ſeay 
= the Horld, before the W 
4 [eaves ns? it is diſmal to bode ef”, 
am never fo ruck, aud, | 
« "WIS the: weakneſs and Ur, 
ty of man, as when, I fee. 
00 4 aid pl N fool; chaſin 124 
„ſhadows, on the Fri 
« of A recpice) ave willy upp 
* ing on His 
* his 0b his Saviour.” - © e 
the Lord while he may be found, 
„and call upon him while he is, 
* near ; let the wicked forſake his 
* way and the e vole 
1 his thoughts! and let him return 
unto the Lord. and he will Ha 
© mercy» upon hum, and, to our 
1 Cop und he will abundagtly 
We M 2 * pardon.” 
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he has appointed > as ERS 
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tent. magni. 
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19 Ii his at 


11 he ſanctifigation of tf e 
nature by the Spirit o 
Then thou to ee 


now, for thine encourapemeit, 
that he has ſaid ' Him thät cm- 
eth unto me I will in no Wiſe 
caſt put. But if 5 rfiſt in 
deſpiſing his Mercy, a till le- 
fuſe to hearken to his admonitions 
I. muſt leave with you that ſoletun 
warning He char being often 
2 proved hardeneth his neck al 
bee © 111177 46 ucden 
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(0D, ting a th us 
ciety, has |conneQed 8 
tyes, natural civil and felig 
wany of them are of tende 
great importance —9 
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liable ois ate 
Allaiee dba ben molt fe $ de 
ing on their dani 
ſicheſt expectations art 5 0 
from then Not ndw to tention 
other relatin 1 we ſhall 2pply the 
remaik a ne WU 3 
mY £0150 ww 
| To Paris, I will ſuppoſe" my 
Readet the head of a numerous fa; 
mily, laid: alide) from all Capheny 
of, acting or Br caring for th 
ſome painful or weakenin mg ity? 
der. The hand and rod of God is 
calling off your attention and ſoli- 
M 3 eat nr 
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Father an e al 
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1 dear Childen'!/ 1 
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Alles they: N ng ur imo to t 
thick -fet with enemies and Gant tor 


gers that prove fatal to many 
ai if they ſhould be . | 
100 them! They ne m 
155 „ ance for the body an BY 0 
« and ſtill more to guide 3 
05 Uncxperienced ſteps into? 
Way 'everlallang-. And N he 
Fr 6 k 
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ſp: 195 With thetn for taany yeats. 
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v GHOE 125 1 | 
if Linea t 179591 Oy One and 15 ther” 
to their vraves Will perhap S 125 ö 
to the torrent of your tears 
to recollett the many meedleſs un- 
Br fears you are now indulg- 

ing. But if it be as you appré. 
hend, and even father avs. mother | 
forſake them has not their heaven- 
ly father and. yours engaged th 
take them up? And is he not able 
to 1007 better to them, and to do 
better 


bel oe 1 


e ee e 
11155 and eee en ne then 4 
re am I, ad 
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tet 1 thoſe; which, 0 haf 

p Faciou 180 me, with or 
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| 5 7 remains that I en 
2. J express a fraternul gh VI 


thy with ficli of my Brethren 6 
Miniſtry as: are under. the! influ 


hang of C 6 D; or, rather to 45 — 
4 the Apis language and behaviour 
4 that becomes me in fuch N 
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* word of Gop deceitfully, ws 
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en nie © its val ue int come 


intq the hands of that, mighty 


L ee rho is able to keep pr Are 
quart: 10 bas againſt chat 97 Im 
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2 and cadre Ralle 
en ons, as 
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deavour, as utidoubt 
tobe, that I might exe in e 
chriſtian a4 well as in eve 
miniſterial: gi ift P or, in other WO 
that Co Hai ght proſper and de 
in health. Hie alt erte Have 
been —— unfit to take the ber- 
ight of other ſouls that does” Hot, 
look well to his own. | But man 
others have been committed t tomy! 
truſt: Some of Which are weiß 
oe me, and the reſt I muſt ex et 
will follow me ſoon to the Tribu 
nal of Chriſt my Lord and theirs.” 
Oh how ſhall I meet them there?” 
Are there not ſome few over hom 
may now think and ſay What is 
our hope or joy or cron of re- 
hieing are not even ye in the 
| * preſence 


WI 
d at 1 — hands! 
pay 1 The good Lord pa- 
don. . imperfections of his fer. 

I. Many. ſuch have! attended 
| Mir agiert But bas 
it not ren my deſire, my endes. 
vour to, be faithful? Have A hot 
longed hr ſouls; in the bowel shi 


peta * Chriſt Has not:hishendur, Ml - \ 
is, cauſe, his ſervice! been {dear WM has 
to, me p Has it not been my de. ver 
ſire and delight to — not W her 
myſelf, but Chriſt — s the Lord, WM 
warning every man, and teaching ed 


every man in all wiſdom — 
might preſent every man peeled 
in Chriſt Jeſus ? Reaſon jars 1 
have I, after all, I have done; and L. 


had it been ten thouſand times 
more, 


MN 


205 ade” © WY 
160 done but what was my: duty 
0 do: that I have in innumc· 


ay tf 1/0 come ſhorts. of 
L have 


. Tothat Saviour whom 1 
—_ to others, wolld 1 


now ener apply for b 


4A KU weak, and Wine worm 
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\ But we mull 2 to our r aft 
addreſs which is to be directed 
. 4. To N whoſe affliiong | 
have ariſen more immediately from 
very different cauſes We ſpeak 
here of ſecond cauſes. 

Though, as was before oblery- 
ed, the divine permiſſion is to be 
acknowledg ed in all, yet the in- 
tervention k theſe is more: appa- 


rent in 25 events than in others. 
each 


Let us conſider from whence 


ours come, that ve may be direct- 
N ed 


Were 


m 


and all that are either depentiant 
upon them or any way connected 
with them by their injuſtice; tuud 
Gr violence; the caſe to which we 
now more immediately refer i 
that of perſons who bring bod 
diſeaſes upon themſelves by*thelf 
criminal indulgence either of their 
paſſions, L pen or lufts — Un? 
cleanneſs, Gluttony or Drunken: 
neſs have proved to many the ſad 
occafions of painful or 1 
diſorders that have broke do 


the ſtrongeſt conſtitutionaamnd hur- 
ried them to an untimely grape. 
The Gout, Rheumatiſm, 'Droply; 
T9; Violent 


the cans of their: Sins. 547 
been en e ul and 


nauſeous U Ulce 1880. 


— fuck intemperate. xcelle 
And what ſhall Ws What can, wg 
ſay to ſuch as ſuffer from 
geceiving herein the due reward qt 
natural effect of their ext 7 
whatever they feel, 
thers, they have the * — an, 
camplazn. And whatever their bel} 
friends may feel for them little can 
be offered io adminiſter the ſup» 
port and conſolation which huma- 
nity and chriſtian —— an would 
vin them in any other circumſtan· 
ces: nothing, till they diſcover a 
penitent — of the evil of their 
ways, but what may tend to humble 
and alarm them. Indeed, ſuffering 
inner, contrition and fſelf. abaſe- 
ment become you while made thus 
to poſſeſs —. iniquities, whether 
committed, i in youth or in riper 
1 years. 


G i Sinnen Jaffert ne) Wh 
views, Every achand painting 
feel is a memento > 5 of your 
paſt donduct and u tall t. 
ance. The ireſtleſs hour y 
upon your bed forewarn nf 
the more dreadful and inceſſagt 
tortures that await the -afigtidly 
and impure in that ſtate Where 
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their worm dieth not and the fire 
1s not quenched: Self-acciiſatioh 
will make no ſmall part of the 
ſery of that world of woe; and 
muſt add to the anguiſh. of eye 
upbraiding of your conſeienges if 
removed thither, that you have 
only procured but haftened/your 
own ruin; as though too'wiipatss 
ent of its delay to 'wait-the* flow 
courſe of nature, you was deter. 
mined to be your on execution 
er. For this every one is, in 4, 
caſe here ſuppoſed, as really though 
not ſo inſtantaneoufly as the man 
that puts a piſtol to his head, ot 
runs a dagger to his heart, Bui 

mercy ! 


the Conſygueets of theit Sins. Ag 
meroy he metey toy dur, owls! 
both the chaſt ſement, and hep 
tience of God may be ſo. Don 
wiſh it for yourſelf? Let me an 
you, and entreat you to confide 
well, how your paſt and preſent 
condition appear to you. Vou are 
concerned to think that you ſhould 
have been fooliſh enough to bring 
upon yourſelf ſuch ſufferings as 
you now endure. And perhaps 
the proſpect of death and hell may 
alarm you. But there are other 
conſiderations that ought to grie ve 
and humble every one in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances as yours. Know you 
not that you have been ſinning a- 
ee Gop, and againſt your own 
oul and body too? That you have 
been abuſing the appetites and pal 
ſions implanted by the Author of 
your frame for your ſupport, your 
enjoyment and uſefulneſs, and per- 
verted them into the ſad occaſions 
of your miſery and ruin? That 
N3 you 


— 3 — 


5 you for your ſuften; 


call upon him while he is near; 


. TA 


gen turned the bene f 
mfaulgenht \Providenae' ious 


fon? and have been cutting 
ftthe l days which ee 
Gov allotted y os other re r own hwy 
pineſs both in this He and another 
and to make you a bleſſingtoſyeut 
fellow. creatures; or have done al 
you'could/to make the remaindet 
of them miſerable to yourſelf,apd 
uſeleſs t& all that are round about 
82 ? indeed you have much te 

humbled for now, and will 
have much to account for another 
day if the mercy of Go is not 
extended to you before to ſecure 
your pardon, if you are not by his 
grace created anew in Chriſt 
unto good works. Oh ſeek the 
Lord while he — be ſound and 


if the wicked forſake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts, 
and return unto the Lord, He wilt: 


have mercy upon him, and, uno 
our 
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the Conſaquontes of len Sins. 551 
our Gon he will abunduanth parc 
don. If you are intereſted>m'tHit 
n will be welt 
with you living ar dying. But ybu 
muſt; ſeek if you would find, you 


maſt afk as yOu hope to receive, 
and knock as you defire the door 


may be opened unto yoti; and that 
in the name of ſeſus: for there is 
no other name given under heaven 
among men whereby we can be 
ſaved but that of Jeſus Chriſt. It 
is your mercy to be aſſured he is 
able to ſave unto the uttermoſt 
thoſe who come unto God by hint 
as he ever lives to make interceſ. 
hon. But know and conſider it 
well, that your circumſtances are 
alarming, and perhaps nearly criti- 
cal. is the acce time, 
Now is the day of ſalvation. A 
tew days, a few hours more may 
carry you beyond hope, beyond 
the reach of prayer; or render 
you - incapable of it. Embrace 
and improve the preſent moment. 
Cry in good earneſt 
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My danger and my remedy. 1 g; 
+46 Yeholtl 1 fall before thy face 3.2111! 
.. 4; Jeſus, my Gon, thy blopd alone, 
„ Hath power ſufficient to atqne., f 
ier % nnn 
4 Nia ficth nor ſoul hath reſt nada 
„Lord, let me hear thy pard ning WE 
WP 3 


But ſhould you be 
ſhould you be reſtored - how 
e think, how ſhould you wiſh, 
ow would you reſolve to ſpend 
the remainder of your days upon 
earth ? Conſider it well now. Seek 
divine direction to guide your 1. 
ſolutions, form them in depetid- 
ance on a better ſtrength than your 
own, arid fervently implore divine 
grace to enable you to fulfib them. 
But we ſhall conclude with 2 


few words 1 
Os 2. To 
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Jr Rae, . 0 
| 2. :L0-thale zho;/ufferifor. e 

ou/neſs! Salbe Thoſe, we Mea who 
on account of a faithſul adharence 
to what they eſtenm the truth as 
it is in Jeſus, to thoſe ordinances 
which they apprehend» he has in- 
ſtituted as means of grace 


„5 and to 
thoſe” rules of duty hie they 
reverence as enjoined by him up- 
on all his followers, are not 

de ſpiſed and hated, laughed at 
and reviled, but likewiſe injured 
and oppreſſed in their property, or 
their peace and comfort to à de- 


| gree that is hurtful to their health 
as well as inconſiſtent with that 
WW hberty where with Chnſt has made 


his people free. Let ſuch hear the 
word of their: exalted Lord; and' 
may they ever feel its animating 
influence whether in publick or in 
private ſtations, © Be faithful unto 
„death.“ He has indeed ſaid 
much in his word both to quicken 

Rev. ii. 10. N 
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terror be not aſhamed of your 
cauſe nor of any! thing that: v 


ſuffer wror I in it. ' * ©-Bletſed a 
* S 78 ye” FY eſus to his difcts ſarie 
ples, © Bleſſed are ye When nd 


<f Hen ſhall revile you, ahd perles 


See Per. erg -18. James i i. 4 : 
| 5 cul! 
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do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them which de pite- 
fully uſe and perſedute you: 
But hold faſt the en of 
your faith without Wavering; BE 
in nothing terrified by your adver: 
aries to make ſhipwreck of faith 
and a good conſcience; who fo 
bffereth according to the will of 
* Matt, v. 1012, + IC. lin. 1. 11 Pet. ii. 1243 
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ing as »unitb/ia - faithful” Creator, 
And if ralleil 4" lhe ite: truth 
with ybur blood be®riot-difmtay; 
edi Having ſuffered with ant 
Jeſus * ou 'ſhall alſo be (glonh. 
ed together. May each of his 46. 
lowers in that hour of trial be en. 
; 13 to Wer the Fly and 

adopt: the language of hig et. 
vant Paul, None of theſething 
move me, neither chunt I 
lie dear unto me. I am ready 
to be offered, the tin 
departure is at hand 
fought a good fight; I have ih 
ed my courſe, I have Kept: the 
„ faith; henceforth: there is laid 
up for me a crown of nghteous: 
e neſs, which the Lord the righte 
% ous judge ſhall give me at that 
* day; and not to me only but to 
all them that love his appear. 
e © bee n 
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Ml CHAPTER I. 

er Inſtruftons to all the People 0 Gop 
- who have been ſpared in Afflictions, 
aud recovered from them. 
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MI HE firſt thing I would 
4 Þþ 70 recommend to you in 
preſent circumſtances 

is a ſerious recolleAion of 
the paſt. Forget not what you have 
ſuffered. You probably thought, 
in the midſt of your Cafſerings that 
you never ſhould, that you never 
could forget them. And did you 
not with and pray that you never 
might? But in your return to the 


amuſements, Pony; or buliungſs 
| | of 
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158 4 Serious Recollftion. x: 
bf life you "WI LT da 
bange. 1 ee 
cenes you have 
ind e you felt cr mi oy, 


them, I will and f 
of the right hand of the 


High.“ If all remembrance of d 
pains and ſickneſſes be loſt, op 05 


danger into which we were Ren 

by them, it is more than probah 
the inſtructions they were e of 
to convey will be loſt too. Many 


good men have obſerved he ay a I 
verſary of days of ſignal da 555 


and deliverance in devout faſting fi 
and prayer all their lives Then li 
have they called to mind what they I 1. 
ie and what they feared. 1 
ſaid my breath is corrupt, my 
* days are extinct, the graves are W did 
* ready =o We 1 faid . the * 
"FE | ONT O ays 1 am de- 
- — of che reſide of my 00 
years —1 ſhall behold man no 
more in the land of the lig 
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duct appear 
EY I-then wiſh undone chat I 
had committed, or done that I had 
Ro oly negleQed? | What pain- 
ed me, what comforted me in thoſe 
circumſtances? How did the world 

Wy all that is therein appear to 
my ſoul? What were my views of 
Death, Eternity and judgment, 
Heaven and Hell? What were my 
molt ardent deſires; what my 
delightful proſpects 2 What occa- 
honed me the greateſt remorſe and 
alarm ? What afforded me the moſt 
ſohd 4 and the richeſt con- 
ſolation? What reſolutions did I 
form on my ſick bed and in the 
near views of another world? How 
did I intendand determine to ſpend 
the reſidue of my _— in this if 
CoD ſhould in mercy ſpare me? 

To recollection ad 
6 2. Self- Examination. Amy, 1 


What I ought to be, and what may 
O 2. be 


| - 75 ell 9 14 ans, 
DARES tier 
Fane whe f Ugh, the 
55 we! bee 7 
av Een Ser 
e . 15 ee if 
ave the ſinful orattions.te 


been fb, 
borne, the inward corrupiidhs 
prefſed and morti fied! che e 
corrected, the defects Tape 
which diſtrefſed me in my Hg 
'of pain and danger? Have I, 5 
'dered, am I daily rendering Ae 
God according to his great and 
mani fold benefits, and attendin 
to thole duties to my fellow-erea- 
tures, the neglect, of Which was 
then painful in the review? Have 
I fince been more careful than eyer 
to make the beſt improvement of 
every day, of every hour of health 
and privile e ; and Ore eſpecially 
of ſacred eaſons, and the ,priy!- 
leges to which I am now reltoted 
in the houſe of my God? In : 
wor 
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is world. 


wit | god 
for RY ae may { hopg, 
that this vißttatl 5 will be gro 

ed with the fruits 0 f righteoune! 
and life 20 oy ſoul 1 658 255 
Let us ſearch and try a 
* and turn again to by Lord. 
Moreover, * uy | 0 
. Lament that the tri al "was, ſp 
much needed, and has 72 no better 


improved. We not only know in 
general, that if afflictions were not 
needed they would not be ſent, 
but may li ewiſe, perhap s, have 
remarked, that i in our tr which 
pointed out the more immediate 
deſign and occaſion of them. Or, i 

other words, we might read our lin. 
in our puniſhment; both in the na- 
ture of the chaſtiſement, the, time 
in which it came, and the circum- 
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Valor it MO rope rl — 5 * 
925 then, and 5 155 linge been <1 
| Qually anſwered. If there ate 


ſtill with us even with us ſins a. 
gainſt the Lord our Goa” Sins as 
great and 5 many ſince the trials 
Pefore. N thoſe very fins. that 
: it was Mk ed to brivz 8 


membrance, and engage us to Put Fa 
away. With bitterneſs. of ſoul, MW 1a 
and in tears of. grief may we MW fo 


mourn over ſuch ſad 1ymptoms re 
of an unfeeling heart. as give us ne 
reaſon to JE, repe ated and ſt- hi 
verer Corrections. 1 I have ſmit⸗ 
* ten you, faid God to his RP 
people“ with blaſting, &c. I 
Fe bene NN you cleanneſs = - 

& Nt 1 0 

* Amo: iv. 6-13. F 


ee 
+teeths and Weist 
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ee . 
Lord 8 1 0 22 
. mortah, an ye Wer as Affe 
„brand f auch a h Of üg 
1135 ing; 100 yet, ad yet (t N- 
75 plaint is „ ee again a wg 

gain) J and yet have ye Wo: 

turned unto me 9970 the 1915 * 


Even the Prodi gal, en. 52 That 
ed, refolved 157 return. ha 


we remained ſtill as far rer als 
Father as before? Well ma We 
_— our ingratitude 5 pur 
At beſt we have too much 
— to acknowledge Jake, Ts 
not with us as. it; oug bt to be we 

have not that lowly Wenn of our 
3 weakneſs and guilt, that va 
faith in Gop and a Redeemer, 
at ſacred deteſtation, of ſin, that 
defire after and delight 1 in uni ver- 
fal holineſs, that filial love to our 
Father who is in Heaven, to our 
bleſſed 


7 -W; 
he e poking. 5 
Wu purifying, Auickening Provig 
We have therefore much to 
75 et we muſt acknow 
wile that it well . 


al o abound in Thankſs 


Able, I will deliver thee, and 
ECT glorify me.“ "This, 

x OD Foneerning 

the lan wage of a grateful mi 
all I render unto 


ol 07 8 all his benefits towards me? 
What Wr what can e 155 


praiſe the Wr be Gage unto 
bim and f jg 'well of his name. 
We ſhould do this both in private 
ben in publik, alone, and in the 
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we are and all we have. 
«the Lord, O my foul, anda 
Ny that is within me bleſs his 

name, bleſs the Lord, O my — 
and forget not all his ben 
* who forgiveth all thy iniqui = 
„who healeth all thy duſeaſes, 
« who redeemeth thy lifefrom: 
« ſtruction, who crowneth' tl & 
* with loving-kindnels, and 
der mercies.” Such acknow- 
ledgments are ever due, and thc 

be made daily to our divine Pre- 


ſerver and Bene factor. But more ; 
eſpecialß LEA 


When we are rais'd from ep difireſs 
** Our good deſerves a ſong _ 

© We'll take the pattern of our praiſe 
From Hezekiah's tongue, 
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. v mafds them al 0 e 
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After the example of th pious 

prince: let us celebrate the 1 — 9 

that afforded us the means of rec 05 
very, & crowned them with'a b 

fling; in conſequence of whicho hoy 
are 


ited lives have been ſpar 
the faculties of ſoul and bedy dy Ic: 
newed, and our m e Haute il 905 * 
ſtoted both in the houſe | 
and our own. The mercy to h 
we owe it that our bodies” are nqt 
ſhut up in the darkſome grave, 
and that our ſouls are not conſign- 
ed overto everlaſting darkneſs 9 
deſpair: We may each ling WI 
pious pleaſure 


« The Lord beheld me ſore diſtreſt | [31 
N He bid my pains remove: Ml [cl 
| * Return my ſoul to Gop thy reſt... Hill. {uf 
„ And ſound aloud his love. 
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Bret! Wend ane tmmbort; with} 
which we ſee ourſelves ſyrround%! 
ed, and every feeling and faculty 
that enables us again to enjoy the 
pleaſure and benefit of all, ſhould 
call up the moſt grateful affections 
of our ſouls, and call forth the de 
vout acknowledgments and'praifes! 
of our tongues. And have we farther 
to recollect ſupport and conſolati- 
on ſeaſonably and ſucceſsfully ad- 
miniſtered in the day of our pain 
and ſickneſs? an almighty aid 
whereby we were not only enabled 
to bear affliction with patience, 
but even to rejoice in tribulation, 
and to glory in our infirmities; 


Jeſus our Lord Err rey. _ 
ſufficient for us, and revivin 
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Alter the ex ample of th at: at'p ys 
primer let us celebrate mg ng | 
that afforded us the means of 1 5 

very, & crowned them with'a of 
fling ; in conſequence of Which pur 
ited hves have been e 
the faculties of ſoul and body rc, 
newed, and our m ray Gab 975 
ſtored both in the houſe of Go 
and our own. The mercy to which 
we owe it that our bodies are nqt 
ſhut up in the darkſome grave, 
and that our ſouls are not conſign- 
ed overto everlaſting darkneſs 8 
deſpair: We may each ling. W 
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The Lord beheld me or ale 
He bid my pains remove: jet 
* Return my ſoul to Gop thy reſt... 15 {ul 
And ſound aloud his love. 
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Pvery friend and comfort with! 
which we ſee ourſelves ſurround. 
ed, and every feeling and faculty 
that enables us again to enjoy the 
pleaſure and benefit of all, ſhould' 
call up the moſt grateful affections 
of our ſouls, and call forth the de: 
vout acknowledgments and praiſes 
of our tongues. And have we farther 
to recollect ſupport and conſolati- 
on ſeaſonably and ſucceſsfully ad- 
miniſtered in the day of our pain 
and ſickneſs? an almighty aid 
whereby we were not only enabled 
to bear affliction with patience, 
but even to rejoice in tribulation, 
and to glory in our infirmities; 
Jelus our Lord imparting m_y 
ſufficient for us, an as revivin 
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A Ped "ridings? They were" ak 
ways dear to me fince” * 
them, but never did 1 feet” the 


worth of goſpel-grace,' the value 
of a Saviour, of ſuch an Advocate 
with the Father as, Jeſus Chriſt the 
righteous ſo ſenſibly as when I 
ſeemed” to myſelf and all around 
me juſt going to appear before- 
Gor. © My faith, (faid a ferious 
* miniſter ® when he apprehend- 
ed Pins f. in ſuch er 
ces) now fixes on a bleeding 
* ing Chriſt, 5 
He ſeiz'd our dreadful right; the load 
“ ſuſtain'd, AT = 
« And heay'd the mountain from a 
r 
O, precious Chriſt ! precious 
blood! precious ſalvation! when 
* it is out of the power of any 
* worldly conſiderations to afford 
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Views of Death and Eternity as realized.by himſelf, 
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* gave. Ton 105 us.“ po, vl 

60 the door 0 in th e va ey 6 


i of Achor. O 15 eſſed groun 
% comfort and peace]! Here is firm 
* footing, here is ſolid'rock. Now 
J am upon the verge of 510 | 
and perhaps juſt going to 1055 01 
« into the inviſible world I 


of 


“ find conſolation 1 in nothing 1055 15 
of this precious truth om leat, 6 
8 everkilling ſatisfaction made for en 
ſin by the death of Chriſt; What m 
* a ſolace in life, what a comfort 15 
in death to a poor ſelf-condemn; th 
« ed criminal is this leading an M 


* capital truth of the even ing be 
« goſpel!” And have we foun 

it ſo to us? Enlivening our hopes 

and brightening our proſpects when 

we had received the ſentence of 


death within ourſelves? In fo _ 
that 


that when, we thought. v were 
en Vithin bea 'of he" IShgs 
if heaven our Joals lobed! "yea 
attempted, to join "the". celeſtial 
ho 0 nto him that loved 'us 


and waſhed us from our fins in 
* his, own. blood, and hath made 
us kings and prieſts unto Gop 
„ and his Father to. him be glory 
and dominion for ever and ever, 
* Amen,” Aſſiſt me, O my Gon, ' 
to praiſe thee for theſe divine con- 
ſolations, for the peaceable fruits of 
righteouſneſs which thy chaſtiſe- | 
ments have already yielded; and 
for the hope I am encouraged to 
catertain of their working out for 
me a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory. I will bleſs 
thee while I live, I will ſing praiſ- 
es to my GOD while I have any 
1 „ | 
While I have motion life and brea h 
will proclaim Thee bleſt; 
et when my voice expires in Ceath - 
„y Gul hall praiſe Thee beſt, 
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70 my, foul. © Gracious is the 
and righteous, yea our Gan, 1s 
77 ner ale And now do « eter; 
„ mine tha t becauſe he hath in. 
*«.clined His ear unto me ther, 
# fore will I call upon him as 
«4 I live.” Pſalm cxvi. 
what more becoming, or more rea- 
ſonable? We ſought the Lord i 

trouble and he heard us. Sha 

we not take encouragement from 
taence to look unto him and to 
hope in him for the time to come? 
Has not God by ſuch an anſwet 
to prayer done enough to recom: 
mend the practice as long as we 
have A to pray. Let us not 
be tempted to think that we Have 
now 


now no farther occaſion fo 


aon Recovery. "M8 
bn 3 
9 


L 
| ik... 80 
much The fore "for thi E er- 
ance ; tc be BIT to improve it, 
and fo Hit Us for every hew düt 


towhich he is n. calling 
aid in our extremity the god 
Lord ſpare us and we will ferve 
him. This is part of the ſervice 
he requires of us: And can we 
aely neglect to acknowledge and 
honour him in it? Shall we caſt 
off his fear, and be weary of his 
worſhip after he has done ſuch 
great and good things for us? We 
apt engaved in his name and 
rength, to betake ourſelves to 
other duties if he would vouchfafe 
to reſtore us, and ſhall we now 
imagine ourſelves ſufficient for 
then without his aſhſtance, or ca 
we expect it if we do not aſk it; 
Never ſhall we be able to live 
without prayer, while we continue 
in a frail body and a changing ſin- 
ful world. It is the breath of de- 
pendance as well as of diſtreſs, 
ab 4 atfrid— 
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beiter for what ede 
The exerciſes of communion with 
him both in publick and private 
will be deſireable and del ghtfis 

and you will thankfully eiter 
every opportunity of pouring vu 
your, heart freely and fully before 
the Lord. Oh that I knew'whete 
I might find him I would eine 
even to his ſeat, I would ſpread 


r „ 
my cauſe before him, ànd fill 
Imy mouth with arguments! 


Moreover | '£ * NO! 
. 6. To Prayer add ry hve 
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Es often recommended both a8 
mutually helpful to each other, 
and neceflary to the ſafety and 
comfort of all his diſciples. We 
have always an important charge 
to watch over, and many dangerous 
evils to watch againſt : But it con- 
cerns us to be peculiarly attentive 
| to 
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v en our 

6 final i Hence the fears epi 


cafe As am good man has expreſ} 
in 1. be 


to an ocean of rocks and ſtorms, 
when I had got within ſight of m 

defired haven, and was almoſt, 110 
bourly expectation of ſetting 

on the heavenly ſhores? If it muſt 
be, let me — 4 with great cau- 
tion: and make it manifeſt, in the 
conſtant circumſpeRion with which 
for the future I ſteer my courſe, 
that I have moning by paſt diff. 
culties and ers. It would be 
peculiarly diltre ing and diſgrace- 
ful for an old ſailor, through 1 no- 
rance or inattention, to be ſhip- 
wrecked at laſt, eſpecially in ſeas 


with which he has been long con- 
verſant. 


7 7 2 
B . 17 ; 


oms of a Neben | 
ſent back again in 
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17 Watchſiylagl, ORs 
fn Looks well, al 1255 5 
en gore without, 18, dan 
tk. where thou, Art, .an 

N yes art. urn ar 
may it be my weakneſs 10 de 
dangers, never my unhap 


he ſurpriſed in an unguarded it 
ment ! How then Will oy en ties 51. 
triumph — delivered by the nd bea 


of Gov, from the jaws of the 
vouring wer af on: alen = 

Ah by w by what, Y 
that . who Ba | 
like a roaring lion P dae g. Wh 10 
he may devour ? By the, artif j 
of: an enſnaring, ene 110 17 10 0 
Gov forbid! G my 1 
be vigilant. Nor Wai bel 55 
worſt enemies, or thy molt thueak; 
enin dan ers are without. 

the rt miſchief that lurks within! 
Is there not much to alarm, 1 
there ſtill? Ves to this moment 
notwithſtanding all that has beep 


done to deliver thee from it? Let 
it 


t te pp 1. 1 
c . 4 6 much it has Sn 
ee to what thou haſt ſuffered. 


That pride, that  carnality; that 
I Minbelief, that ſtubborn ſelf-will, 
ll thit groveling love of the world! 
watch againſt it with a careful, 
M fearful and a jealous eye Look 
ME vel to its firſt riſings. Such is 
te advice of ' heavenly wiſdom 
Keep thy heart with all dili- 
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8 bee, with all kerping. And 


dir 


that not merely fo as againſt 
_ ever would he directly LT 
ve to Gow, but every thing t 

would lead thy — from him, 
or abate the ardaur of thy pious 
alfections. Many fuch' things the 
people of Gos in almoſt every fi- 
tuation will. find occurring on their 
return to active life after a ſtate of 
confinement. Have you not made 
the remark on others, may you not 
make 
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4 — 


N 


178 Ding e 


ae it ſor yourſelſ Parr 
herefore was the eu. ae 
eat iy Hott ou before, eum car 


ſta 2 Fee on, 0 
| laws againſ} that now:.and.i&yhu 
ve remarked evils from whicho 
thers have ſuffered in cireumt — 
ſimilar to your on, av 
paſs not by them, turn pen — 
and paſs away. It has long been 
recommended as a maxim of prur 
dence, and as ſuch molt. certainly 
deſerves our aptention,;hen, and 
wherever our beſt 1nterel ſts would 
be affected, to“ make other's. . 
« wrecks our ſea-marks.. Perle; 
| 2 conſiſtent with this may che 
hriſtian on his recovery TOS 
F. 7. Diedauly, The Apoſtle Pau 
perhaps uſed that expreſſion vn 
reference to the trials and dangers 
which daily attended him: AGE: 
able. to — he ſays of Jump 
elſewhere in deaths often: but this 
his language is certainly c e 
a more extenſive meaning. houß 0 
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+ is far from de ſirable to be c 
boteboding our diffolutiom in 
manner that would render us ufiſi 
vr the duties of life, and ica- 
jable of reliſhing its enjoyments⸗ 
yet, when called back from the 
SW gates of the grave, we ought by: 
no means to forget that we are to 
return thither. Some ſeem to have 
en miſtaken a flight temporary repair 
Yr. of the fleſhly tabernacle for the 
ty nt of a long leaſe to the inha- 
Id Fan But let us remember We 
are now, as ever, tenants at will: 
0 


and are ſtill as liable as ever we 
were to be turned out at an hour's, 
nay at a momen'ts warning. A 
good man who had lived long un- 
der the powerful impreſſion of this 
thought when ſome appointment 
was propoſed to him for the mor- 
row ſaid to his friend I have not 
had a morrow for many years.” 
| die daily. And this it becomes 
us to do, not only by maintaining 
tus an habitual regard to a dying 

| hour, 
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near views of eternity ame S 
each _ us perhaps! — 
0 Watts 11. * * ee 


Wa „ Then was 1 dead to aff the 


And could we not then Add in . e 
; more e 


more OY never more 925 y 
than when thus dead. Since 1 
was laſt in this place” (ſays Mr 
Nathaniel Vincent at a beginni ng 


affliction) © I have been broug 
very near to another world, and 
„when 1 had a clearer view "of it 
* I found that Gop was All; and 
85 that all this world WF nothing 
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it. When cath — 


4 And all the Globe was dead to 


atic langũa ge 0 
leſs II 10 


Paul 6 TO 


of a diſcourſe | he preached an 


iſhed ſoon after a JangFrous 
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rs 


there s time fre ye 
ſor every thing that becomes us 
men and as chriſtians: But no 
lime, conſiſtent with either cha- 
racter, to live as though ve ſhauld 
never die. * , would. | '., EX-, 


itence deſerve the name of lying. 
if we ſhould. Then do 55 {ak 


dea 

fin, and aliye to God through Je- 
ſus Chriſt e I am cru- 
e cified with Chriſt nevertlieleß I . 
live: and the life that I live in 

* the fleſh I live by the faith of 
the Son of Gon who loved me 
Hed ap gave himſelf for me.“ 


when we are moſt ſenſibly d 12 
Nen 
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Oh my ſoul, enter into the ſpirit 
of one Who entered thoroughly 
into the fſpirit of his Maſter and 
thine. Thou haſt ſeen an end of 
all perfection; and felt the vanity 
of all that the world calls good 
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brink oft BRAVE 
ſerve this ſpirit; the D, and 1575 * 
Kev i ok th Kong 9 CITY 
ſcene of it br RE ole whe 
one n f. lately and Jolemmly 
that we! are ſträngefs 

T2 igen on the carth. As | 
jultly may we tay, of, A f. 
11 -25, Dr. Y 'oung does of tho 
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deaths of our friends—They, ud; 
—* Are (28906 ſent on etrand fut 


1 love.“ 
And ſent among. other ends, for "PR 


To damp our braialeſs. ardours, 104 
abate 


That glare of life which often d blinds 
the Wie...... | 


Nor Thoald.the influence: of them 


end. here. 3 L They: are deſigned 
o teach us moderation in our 


attachments to thoſe earthly plea- 
22 fures- 


41 


Rh 
"0 This J lay, 5 chat 
e is '5 15 wee 
. hey that haye wiv 
„ be as 5 gh they nz 
and they that w eep As 450 
ff they wept not; and the) 


* rejoice, as though they rejbicet 
* not; 


and they that buy, 
eh; though they Polleſſed "hay, 


e they that RA this world as not 
Fe abuſing it, for the faſhion of this 
{ world Daſſerh away.” 1 Cor. vii. 
29—31. Again the mercy we have 
experienced may teach us 
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are Confined e 


. 8. To truſt in GOD. To truſt 


evermore. Through life, 5 e in 
the moſt trying .! alarmi 

ſons and circumſtances. Win 
under the more immediate im- 
preſſion of a ſeaſonable and cir 
cious deliverance, in which the 
hand and love of Gop were appa- 
rent 
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deſtructign 110 has 05 better to 
ye than, my l and belt ter. that 

y hopes. And Thall I, Can Lever 
litrufl him any more i Shall I 
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1 5 221 is too ard Jar 0 
ave reaſon to believe” 
hell 'withhold no good Wo 
Fr them that walk uprigt 
I wil therefore face every Ba 
and'enemy he calls me hint fre, 5 
the” ſpirit of his ſervant Bait 
The Lord that delivered me'our” 
« of the paw of the lion and out 
_ © of the paw of the bear, He will 
« deliver me out of the hand of 
this Philiſtine.“ » The _— 
Paul and his brethren expreſſed 
the 95 confidence in Gob, and 
that upon the ſame principle 
* We ad the ſentence of death 
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him for the tame. to- come? 
forbid l. Rather would I ſay ; 5 
him with he eee Be- 
cauſe thou haſt been my 1 
therefore r. the nd 8 7 
6 Will] ce, N art 
n — — O my ſoul, "RT q 
ſhouldſt thou ever be : Giſquicte 4 
* within,me? hope thou u in Gon,; | 
* for I ſhall yet praiſe him who is 

* 1s the health of my countenance 
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ſtaff the mall comfort theau arc! 


. c eſs and mere — 
Allow ine alf the days ex 
8 fe) and I thall dwell in dne 


but '6f the Lord for evEH fbi 
Let me add another exhortatten tho 
to filth of my readers as have been tha 
carried through afflictions en eve 
| Sympathizen more er n. on 
$5 the afflicted and 15 . 2 
ns Wl an' 


8 Pl, xxili. 4-6. + PL, xlii. 11. 1 
s hearh 


ever may | 
tuations and circumſtances. But 
ve ſhould be inexcuſeable indeed, 
il inſen@ble to the ſufferings of 
aur brethren after having { ' 
ourſelves.» We have known hom 
much the afflicted need f and 
can remember how naturally and 
caſonably it is expected then all 
around them we have felt ceine· 
lief and-comfort of it fim out af - 
tectionate friends or perhaps have 
been hurt by ap ces of 
ſibility to our AP that we 
thought we diſcovered in ſome 
that Were about us. And daes not 
every ſuch conſideration beipeak 
our tendereſt ſympathy ? We have 
likewiſe taſted the ſweets of health 
and eaſe after ſickneſs and pain, 
and ſhall we not wiſh and Pray 
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Gra a 
therefore ſhould beilmore ry 
13138 and aflift- — 
Poſſibly it 2 Hoey been am im- 
E 
ea us to 

thefe offices Me It 
ſaid of our dear. Lord that having 
himſelf ſuffered being tempted he 
is able to ſuccour them chat a 
tempted. * His heart was indeed 
ever ſuſceptible of the nendereſ 
impreſſions. He was all love 
ternal and unchangeabte lee 
And yet, as in one f paſſuge Re l 
ſaid to have / learned obedtenet 
ſo herd fympathy, by the things 
Which he fuffered. We 9 
perience is: che beſt Tuche 

we learn from it this. leflow 
our holy religion 10ers p 
(u 78 45 atze eur Ar t e 
WES? | : thoſe 


Cay ed, tottaring f. 
our, 
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with Our ease ag Nr 
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ack for him.  WÞEB. our: 5 
ſem were izhpair 56: hy, 5 
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Ives and, all 
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and days we 
0 col lle& the haurs TED 


ol in inaQvity, and 


- when 


We we 8 rinercr U. 
WB) * e. N 
' think fo now? Wee 
ritual, from which we were 
— R der 
Which we were titerly Me 
And wy but vile every wer 
cy, and exert every power more 
and better than ever we did be. 
fore? A Bleſſing neatiy Io 
* (ſaid one) acquires neweharms 
Spiritual Pieſthg⸗ s in heaven) 
places in Chriſt Jeſus, "The" ſex 
ſons and means of grace to which 
ve are reſtored ſhould moſt" cer. 
cainly de derer tows, de e 
comes us to employ every facult 
both of body and foul in the moſt 
ſerious attention to them, and li. 
gent improvement of them. 1 5 


w — ” 


around me, tell them what 
has done for 


ere TF err 


ſoul, and entreat 
and aſſiſt me in 


them to coun 


the returns of love and praiſe to 


the Father of my mercies. The 
firſt efforts of that ſtrength he has 
ſo graciouſly reſtored ſhall be ex- 
erted in going up with the multi- 
tude that keep: holy day, that J 
may pay my .vows: unto the Lord 
in the preſence of all his People. 
I have known what it is to { 

ſolitary ſabbaths on a ſick bed, or 
in a chamber of confinement, when 
could neither hear nor pray with 
others: no, nor without great dit- 
ficulty, pray for myſelf. I cried 
out * O when ſhall I go, and ap- 
pear before GOD P My ſoul 
thirſteth for thee, again to ſee 
ba R * thy 
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*.thy- power band thy glory T= fre 
have ſeen/thee inthe — ſeer 
Gladam I no tochear o toc 
inend'and. another fayingoto Tie WM We 
aguin, Let us go into the houſe as 1 
of the Lord: my feet-ſhatb ſtaud M whe 
within thy gates, O jeruſalem for 
And Oh, that on my return to love 
family andthe world, Halingſot con 
«© Lord,” may be engraven on all N we 

Jam, on all I have, and on all I dd. that 
Once more; — having been pre: fror 
ſerved in an hour of affliction ] all 

8. 11. 7 beſeech you, Brethren, by full 
the mercies of OD, that you hre. Ml {elv 
ſent your whole ſelves, ſoul and body, at! 
a libing ſacrifice, holy, acceptable un. dil 
40 GOD; your reaſonable ſervice. WM acc 
May his people never want a heart ſur 
for the exerciſes and engagements pre 
of ſuch a dedication of themſelves 0 
unto Him whoſe they are, and « 
whom they are continually bound By 
to ſerve ! But when brought back Iv 
from the gates of the grave, and a lig 
gracious Gop has renewed their WW my 


ſtrength, 


to the RD. 195 


length, it Haircimas Wengen. 
ſeerate every capacity and talent 


to him with peculiar Jolemnity) 
We ſhould do I ay ſoon 
as We ATE"! capab e Of tre viewing 
what our heavenly Father has done 
for us . realizing his hand and 
love in our preſer vation, ĩhe many 
comforts: and privileges to Which 
we are reſlored, and the returns 
that may reafonably be expected 
from us. Then ſhould we, with 
all poſſible ſeriouſneſs and with 
full purpoſe of heart, your OUr- 
ſelves to the Lord, and lay our all 
at his feet, to be employed and 
diſpoſed of by him and for him 
according to his ſovereign plea- 
ſure; ſaying each of us in his 
preſence, e rouge antyls 
« My life and ſoul, my heart and fleſh, 
* And all my powers are thine.“ 
By the aſſiſtance of divine grace, 
I will make it the buſineſs and de- 
light of all the remaining days of 
my life, to glorify the Gop in 
3 whole 


arc all my ways: 
VVV 
of. life, we maß enter imo c 
gious tranſactions and engagemetii 
of this/ ſort with pecuhar 'advaii; 
tage; and, if properly attend 
to, they will prove, under G09 
a happy preſervative agaitift ths 
undue mfluence of future difficulL 
ties and / temptations; eſpecial 
when followed with a public de. 
dication of ourſelves to the Lord 
in his houſe. and at his table. 
cannot mention the covenant” en- 
gagements of the Lord's Table; 
without expreſſing my concern for 
the loſs which thofe chriſtians are 
incurring to their on fouls, the 
difcouragement they arc occafion- 
ing to their miniſters, the affront 
they are offering to their great 
Lord, and the injury they are do- 
ing to his intereſt, who ſpend 
months and years of health and 
privilege in the neglect of them. 
is 3 Their 
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ves. 515 
to thoſe ho evout OS 
N ent 

he chriſtian c a and 1 905 5 i 
— ne qualification; for this 
chriſtian ordinance. If unfit to take 
part with the church of Chrilt up- 
on earth, how incapable muſt they, 
be of joining in the exalted, ſcryt- 
ces of juſt men made perk e I 

i ſpiritua 


of reli ug their pure 
enjoyments! nor are deen 


by any means conſulting cher 
their duty or their intereſt, who 
live in the neglect of an ordinance 
which their Lord has a 
and on which he has commande 
them to attend in rememb ance 
of him. The tears of grie and 
ſhame with which many have ac- 
knowledged and lamented the neg- 
lect on a ſick bed, ſhould ſtir up 
| others to embrace the opportuni- 
ties of chriſtian communion while 
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enſelf bas in his * 
clared that man a fool; and he will 
2 certainly find himſelf ſocat 
who having vowed a vow: uns 
tO the Lord de e to pay pay; what! 
then ſhall e them, or: wha? 
muſt they Rink of themſelves, who 
not only ks but totally and dog 
ever neglect to fulfil their en 
ments. Few ferious chriſtians have 
paſſed through long and dangerous 
beer without entering into re- 
1 engagements, either in or 
ter them, in caſe of recovery. 
Many of the ſervants of Go habe 
fant it a very uſeful practice to 
draw up a written form of dedi- 
cation, to ſign and date it, and{to* 
read it over and renew it 0 


dk LORD 9 

Ab the! lives; dovotingothe dy 
with pecuharfolemnity; tothe ex: ). 
erciſes of Prayer and | Thank 
ringen Neon ALES (OFT 
Having met with ſuch a form in 
+ little Pamphlet entitled **Reco-" 
— from Sickneſs, I fall tran- 
it for the Readers afſiſtame 
— this fituation; referring” it to 
every one to make ſuch alterations 
and: additions as may fart her ſuit 
the frame of his mind, and che 
mne er as bs rn» he 2 20 
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Snus Dole ion ro > GOD; 


EVE REASTING GOD; . 
the Fountain of Life ; who fill. 
*-oft;, fupporteſt, and neſt 
* all Things: 1 Bow myſelf, as in 

* thy Pre ence, and infeignedly 

1 bre thee, as the Former of my 
Body, as the Father o * ; 


0 


200 Se. Delicalian n 
exit, and as the conſtant Ng erur- 
and Bengfacon of both. I en- 
64% feſs myſelf to be under inn 
* and every poſſible” Obiigatiam to 
“ love, and to ſerve Thee, with 
* all the Powers of that excellent 
« Nature thou haſt given me: but 
* in innumerable Inſtances I have 
« greatly abuſed, and thereby for- 
« feited my Life. FATHER, I have 
& finned againſt Heaven, and before 
c thee; and am no more: worthy#o 
live upon the Face of thy Earth, 
* or to taſte the various Coodugſe 
„ which is here provided for d 
«* Children. The noble Organs of 
« my Body, and Powers of my 
« Soul, I have too often yielded us 
« Inſtruments of Unrighteouſneſs to 
« the Service of Six; moſt juſtly 
« therefore might I now have been 


« languiſhing under Sichnęſs, rack d I © p 
% by tormenting Pains, or cut dow I « $1 
% by the Hand of Death — But. a- « tl 
« dored be thy Mercy, that thou I * of 
5 haſt not rewarded me according io J 


" my 


mo D — 209: 


n Phun thou ſtill waite/?** 
g be Fraaiaus und haſt latelytin- 


terpoſed i by t and aimyaty 
«4714 to for — — b 
« ders, and to re nue me from tlie 
© Grave which was juſt ſwallowing 
* me up. I drew near to the 
Shades of Death, and unleſs #y 
© Goodne/s had prevented me, my 
2 — 
and I 4 t tne > 
For — — 
„ which: hath turned my Mourn- 
ing into Foy; which ſaid unto” 
me return; Which permits me 
« yet to true, yea, to live furround- 
*.ed with Bleflings of fuch va- 
* rrous kinds. its 
„What Fhanks can I render to 
„ thine INFINITE MajzsTY for 
this unfpeakable Favour! I 
* praiſe, I extol thee, with all my” 
Spirit and Strength. I adore 
* thee as my L1xx, and the Lengtſi 
© of my Days, the Guardian, Ne- 
* /erver, and Ręſtorer of my Frame : 4 
0 « and 


Se alu. 
2 as" with" ORR: 
an t 
*Yonſecrate | 7 e 
<:folutely to TEE. I moſt". 
, lemnly avouch thee AtMIEH}y 
* Ir HovAR, (as in thine” infilite 
% Goodneſs thou haſt been pleaſed 
to permit me) for my Father, 
my Portion, my Xing, and : F 
* Gor. The Liſe which Tov 
gaveſt me, and haſt thus grati 
«, - ouſly 1 reſerv'd, I moſt unfei 
£ edly devote to Thee : i 6 gu- 
* lated by thy Laws; _— in 10 
* Service; and conducted in 
* Fear. I renounce every Thitg 
** as my Happineſs in compariſon'ot 
5 thy Favour: And to pleaſe and 
* obey Thee, ſhall be the chief 
Ambition and Care, and the 
e governing Principle of all my: fu- 
« ture Life. 
All myConcerns, both of Boll 
„and Soul, I moſt gratefully: re. 
" «Ha into thy wiſe and good 
« Hands: rejoicing that thou wilt 
* conde- 
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4 always, contented wal * 
6 — to be e. 


however thou art pleaſed te 
4 either with me, or with 4 f 
bein aſſured, that Tnou know 
« eſt e ts good for me infinitely 
better than I can judge for my- 
„ ſelf, Behold O LORD I am 
© thine/ thine by the moſt ſacred 
and inviolable Ties; made by 
thy Power; maintain d by thy 
Bounty; guarded by thy Provi- 
® dence; reſtored by thy Favour 
* when going down into the Pit; 
and by. the Blood of thy dear 
* Son redeemed from the Power of 
eternal Darkneſs and Death— 
Deal therefore with thy Servant 
* as ſeemeth Good in — ſight. 
* Whatever Subſtance, Knowleage, 
* Influence, Time, or any other 
„Talent, I now do, or ever ſhall 
5 Poſſeſs, I. moſt heartily devote 
56 it 


it toithme. Honour and gerwice 
+ Thy Will ſhall be the Nui, und 
thy lory the End of all my fu. 

ions; and ſome part 0 


« ſolemnly Pruiſing 
* thy GLORToUSs NAME. Chuſe, 
O Lord Gop moſt wiſe and 
* moſt merciful, my Portzon und 
my Lot for me: guide nie'bythy 
Counſel through all the Mazes of 
the preſent World, and at laſt 
receive me to thy Kingdom and 
Glory in the o ter. 
„10 TREE, likewiſe, Hory 
* Jesvs, my moſt gracious" Re- 
„ deemer, the Son of Gos, and 
« Saviour of the World, I moſt 
e unteignedly devote MY SELF, and 
* ALL that I have. Worthy is the 
* Lamb that was ſlam to receive 
«© Bleſſing, and Honour, and Glory, 
* and Power, and Wiſdom, and 
« Riches, and Strength. I was loſt, 
but Theu ſavedſt me: a Priſoner 


66 


« of Death, but Thou diedſt, that / 
| mige 


to dle LOR B. 
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mmi live., I am thine, for thou 


na 


1 od *. 1 no! 


« haſt loved me, and zb m from 
and nh e thy 
Inox therefore, from 
0 2 Soul, abſolutely renounce 
hate ver is inconſiſtent with thy 


iN Hino, and 
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« Property and Claim in me: I fin- 
cerely abjure the World and the 
Het, as far. as they in the leaſt 
+ oppoſe the Authority of CHRIS TN; 
« whom alone I now avouch as my 


Proprietor and King 


I here bow 


© my/elf. before Thee, in token of 
s = Sf and ſincereſt Sub- 
* jection of my Body, Soul, and 
* Sperit to thy Government and 
Care. I bind myſelf as by a 
« ſolemn, Oath of Allegiance ; ſwear- 
ing to be farthful to my Divine 
* MASTER even unto Death: that 
* its Enemies, ſhall be my Ene- 
* mies; his Friends, mine; and 
that my whole Life ſhall be con- 
* ducted according to the Pattern 


and Laws of his Goſpel. 
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906 1 Self, Dedication Aol 


oy BELIEVE in THEE; 


4% às the onl. r Of the. VO 
* as the 755 n * Reſu FTC 
and the 7. Je of 8 
" humbly reſi gn ay  Underltand. 
ing, my will and eve 00 Pa. 
* ſion and Power of my Na 
“to be ſancti fied, controuf d : 
directed by Thee. Take 
* tygſſed Soul into the Arms a 
Love, who flies to Thee alone for 
„Salvation and Help: Write my 
Name in the Book of Life: up: 
port me under all the Troubles; 
firengthen me for all the Con. 
flicts; carry me ſafe through all 
* the Difficulties and Dangers of 
% my preſent State; and at Ja 
« preſent me faultleſs before the 
Preſence of Gop with exceeding 
Triumph and Joy. F 
* And foraſmuch as by my own 
« Strength I am utterly unable to 
« heeþ the Covenant I have now 


„ made, and to perform what I 
have 
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« haye 25 There alſo moſt 
Hi hg cate myſelf tothe 
0 0% 'y and "Ever=blefſed Srixir:; 
my Bal I” moſt: thankfully. de- 
1 vo to be il Tem mT; and every 
„power of, my Soul I refign to its 
Influence! may it deſechd and 
eve dwell in me; and fo entirely 
% geh me, that every Appetite 
«and Paſſion, every Thought and 
X Imagination of my Heart may 
be made perfectly conformable 
to the Image and Wilt of Go; 
* and I may daily grow up into a 
« Meetne/s tor the Manſions of the 
* Bleſſed above. | 
And now bleſſed be Gon who 
„has enclined my Heart to enter 
into this Covenant; and bleſſed 
* be his Name, who, I truſt, will 
enable me faithfully to keep it. 
In an humble Dependance upon 
* the promis'd * of hzs Spirit 
« thracgh Cunisr my all-power- 
ful and compaſſionate Redeemer, 
will now ſubſcribe my Name to 
8 2 fl * 


208 Self. Dede Non „ 
it, and call Heaven to witneſs to 
F- Striceritytbereuw/%, 2/9. 

K e F thäk che Covert Fu 

* ratify on Earth, may be ratified 

in Heaven! Allx, bleſſed $a 

_ ©, VIOUR, Who art the Mediator. of 
** the new Covenant, 95 Se M 
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© thereto; and now ea 
* SPIRIT both my 7 a 


* 


to that everlaſiing Re emption-for 
* which according to thy Pro He 
cs 


we behevingly wait. Ampn nd 


6 : 52 
Amen. 
ah \ whe 2 „ent 


Done this Day of 1 x" 
. £5 ba 24. 9! 
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Pass Ac Es of Scripture proper 
to be read on this Occaſion are the 
xxlii. xxvii. XXX. xxxii. Ixvi. Ciii. 
and cxvi. Halms. And the xxxviii 
of Jara. at 
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Exhortations to Perſons of different 
Diſpofitions and Gharatters after 
Actions. F n 


70 the Ungodly, and the Sinner. 
| Pain and ſickneſs overtake 
many ſuch; and leave not a few 
as ignorant and as harden'd as they 
found them. They ſaid in their 
hearts before © there is no Gop:“ 
nor do they now like to retain 
Gon in their knowledge. His 
ſervice was a wearineſs to them, 
and ſtill their language 1s © who is 
* the Lord that we ſhould ſerve. 
* him? and what profit ſhall we 
have if we pray unto him?“ If 
they trembled a while under the 
rod, they have again caſt off fear, 
83 and 


| i. 928 * | 
210, Ade, to the" Ungodlyl 
and have returned with the dog to 
His vomit, andthe ſow that was waſh! 
ed to her wallowing in the mite! 
They manifeſt the Trp ſpirit of 
Impiety and prophaneneſs, reſume 
their former converſation, ſeek their 
old compamons in iniquity, and 
purſue the ſame courſe. He that 
was falſe, unrighteous and unjuſt, 
is ſo ſtill. He that was unholy, is 
unholy ſtill. The proud attains 
his haughtineſs, and the covetous 
worldling continues to mind earth. 
Iy things. The deſpiſer of the 
goſpel, the hater of godlineſs and 
good men, the enemy of the crols 
of Chriſt perſiſts in his contempt 
and oppoſition, the ſcorner in his 
ſcorning, and the obſtinate unbe- 
liever in his infidelity. Nay, of 
ſome recovered from afflictions, it 
is very apparent that they are two- 
fold more the children of hell 
than before. —Of ſuch, ſaid the 
Apoſtle Paul to the Philippians,““ 
* . told you often, — now tell 
3 you 
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© you Weeping. And Who that 
ke {criouſly, of their wilt ang 
danger an forbeat. to ſhed;a tear 
over, them? Oh that ſuch woula 
think and weep for themſelves! 
Four fbi, Drs, früh deplorL 
ble and dreadfully alarming. God, 
by his rod, has been calling you to 
conſider your ways, to humble 
yourſelves under his mighty hand, 
and to turn unto the Lord: But 

ou would not hear, And now, 
ſees all the other inſtructions 
with which he has favoured you 
both in publick and private, you 
have to anſwer for this viſitation ; 
for all the awakening, and all the 
merciful cireumſtances with which 
it has been attended. And when 
Gop riſes up how will you ſtand ? 
When he judges, what will you, 
what can you anſwer? Think not 
to put the evil, day far from you. 
He that being often reproved har- 
deneth his neck, ſhall ſuddenly be 
deſtroyed, and that without re- 
medy. 
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medy. But you do not reſelve 
that you never will repent. No; 
you hope in ſome future period to 

ave both leiſure and a heart. for 
it: And, after ſuch an affliction, 
you think you may indulge for 3 
While; nor are you apprehenſiye 
of danger, being now as ſtrong as 
ever, and perhaps in better heal 
than before. The pre ſumption re, 
minds me of an anecdote 1 met 
with not long ago, of a perſon of 
rank in Ancient Lacedemonia; A 
meſſenger came to him, as he was 
E an evening in the excel; 
es of riot, with a letter from a 
friend, ſent to forewarn him of 2 
deſign to aſſaſſinate him. The 
meſſenger obſerving that he threw 
it careleſsly aſide without opening 
it, preſſed him to examine the con- 
tents as of very ſerious conſe- 
quence. . Seria cras, ſaid he (ſe. 
rious things t'morrow) nor would 
he be perſuaded to pay the leaſt 
attention either to the meſſenger 
or 
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„is mefſhget: And We fore b 
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& on the morrow 2 This right 
WI foul may be requited of thee. 
r a But if ſpared to future ychts, thou 
aft little feaſon to expett. that the 
bnger thou contintefſt in ſin thou 
Fut be better able, or better dif- 
wed, to forſake it.“ Can the! 
Ethiopian change his ſkin and 
"the Leopard his fpots ? then 
may they that are accuſtomed 
ts do evil learn to do well.“ 
or, ſhould pain and danger in a 
2 e, e and alarm you, 
iter perfiſting obſtinately, ſpite of | 
he every admonition from the word 
Wand the rod of Gop, in a'courſe 
28 Wot diſobedience, can you hope that 
Ide will hear the cries of your diſ- 
© Mireſs in your laſt moments? He 
bas himſelf declared. that he will 
d not; T © Becauſe I have called 
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„ g d none of my rERT — 


„vill alſo laugh at your calal 


h 
4 I will DE ab when your, 0 


« cometh, when your fear 


* as deſolation, and your 455 
tion as a r apt Whe 0 
*. treſs and anguiſh cometh upon 
% you: Then ſhall they call 
15 me, but I will not er 1 ey 
+, ſhall ſeek me . carl 
4 ſhall not fr. me; Lo 108 hat 
% hated knowledge, and. did. mat 
* chuſe the fear of the Lord; 
* they would none of my coun: 
« ſel, they deſpiſed all my re- 
« proof, therefore ſhall they eat 
« of the fruit of their own. w 
„and be filled with their o 
devices.“ What then concerns 
you? Now if oo will. hear his 
voice, as uttere a $4 ur affliction 


and recovery, r in both * 
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ae 215 
he in frructiefis of his ! Fn 
harden 186 your Meant, wi eſt 
provoke fo 2 
you up ad incorrigible; and to fay 
doc ing you às of Ephrarm, 
He is Joined to idols Jet him 
alone“ My word, my — 
my ſplrit jet him alone. Iſrael 
were in a ſad ſtate indeed when 
Gop ſpake of withholding the 
alutary chaſtiſements of his rod 
as what would aggravate their 
guilt, and Harden them in 1mpeni- 
teice rather than humble and re- 
daim them. Why ſhould ye be 
ſtricken any more? ye will re- 
volt more and more. But - 
proceed to offer ſome hints | 
15 700 = A ke ke in, and 
ter afflictions by a falſe hope: more 
mrs , formal Profe fors, and 
the Self-r1g teous. 

1. Formal Profeſſors. Or. thoſe 
deſcribed in the word of C Gov as 
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Aug to formal Profeſſors. 215 
whole not e e and 
unprofitalle, but a ſolemn mocke- 
y, and, as ſuch, to'Gop an abo- 
mination. The ordinances of di- 
yine worſhip are means which he 
has graciouſſy e to en- 
lighten the underſtanding; inform 
ind convince the judgment; ex- 
cite, guide and regulate the affec. 
tions and paſſions; correct and re- 
ine the ſpiritual taſte; and, in a 
word, to reſtore and improve the 
image of God in the ſoul of man, 
and form it to a meetneſs for the 
inheritance of the ſaints in light. 
72 have theſe ends E r 
ed by them upon your ſoul ? you 
have wit perhaps, ſo much * vo 
ired that they might, nay you 
have not even thought of them; 
you have not known that any ſuch 
deſigns were tobe anſwered by theſe 
inſtitutions. All you ever attend- 
ed to was to go decently through 
the external ſervice, without ever 
pouring out your ſoul, devoutly 
* before 
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ſo much 5 realizing 845 ji 
Majeſty of the Gop into 
preſence you came, or the 
and ſolemn nature and end 
ſervices in which you engag 
fore him. And yet you reſt, 
fectly ſatisfied in the part 1, YO 
have taken and the place you wy M 
filled in the houſe of G0. Büt | 
bave you never real, or have, you Wl . 
entirely forgotten the awakenin 10 
declaration of Jeſus in his di 

courſe with the woman of Same th 
ria.* * The hour cometh and now ha 
js, when the true worſhippers ba 
+ ſhall worſhip the Father in ſpirit Ml - 
* and in truth, for the Father 


6 ſeeketh ſuch to wor ſhip him: 1 
% Gop is a ſpirit, and they that pr: 
6 wortnp him mt Yor him un 
4 45 v7 WI 


7 . John it ir. 23, 24. 
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ae e * 6 «arg. 
in Ipirit and in 


it, anc truth,, 
e 6; 
© decir, "aha" hal Kew 
be mocket?” nay permit th 


zppeal” to the conviction of yo 
lgment' and conſcience, and t 
fk ou as in the preſence of n 
115 -ſearching Gor, do you not 

firmly believe that even the moſt 
ſolemn looks and forms, the loue 
eſt expreſſions and lowlieſt poſtur 
of devotion are vile hypocri 
without the heart? Nor are ye 
to ſatisfy yourſelf by any means 
with a conſciouſneſs of ſinceri 
in ſome of theſe publick exerciſes 
of religion, without attending to 
their influence and effects. If they 
have anſwered their end; if they 
have done you the good they are 
intended to do, the ſerious impreſ- 
ſions made by them will be deep 
and abiding; you will hve the 
prayers and vows you have offered 
unto. Gor, and the inſtructions 
which his-word has imparted to 
T 2 you. 
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Fan expreſling hes Loa oncern _ 
ale left when wei 15 {the 

alances you ſhoul 
wanting. When' on x” 
and in ſolemn ere de 9 the 
fribunal of Chriſt, was 
HY for yourſelf? Wha 
hope of the hypocrite whe 
| taketh away his foul? Aye) hat 
ine ced! Is it not juſtly re preſcnteg 
in the ſame book, as A Ip 1 0 44 
web? * Can you think it 0 and 
yet make it your confidence ? Ic 


ought rather to be your i hur ilia. "= 
tion. Never did Jeſus ſpea in in 
ſtronger and more alarming terms, cel 
of the guilt and danger 51 % any. W the 
character than that of the 0 1 
crite. See his diſcourſe to 7 0 ; 0 


the 23d PET, of Matthew's G 8 


* Job xxvii. 80. vii. 14 


pel. 


he Self-R 221 
it Th 285 1 
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55 aa Pf. NIX. 


2 wi 15 Search 18.6 Gov, and 
wr my heart; try” me and 
Mg thoughts : and ſee ff 
on tes any wicked way in mie, 
* * "me in the way ever- 
6 } 55 — 

A 1 you deſire to find it and 
be ke epti 5 it rmit me to caution 
you . ag e temper and lan- 
gu age of 2 
al Se Biking: It is ſaid! 
of the celebrated parable of the 
Publican and Pharifee, that © Je- 
* ſus ſpake it to certain that truſt-' 
ed in themſelves that they were 
* righteous, and de ſpiſed others; 
imagining, not only that they ex- 
celled their neighbours, but that 
their virtues were ſo many and ſo 
great, as to entitle them to the 
avour of Gop and the happineſs | 


Matt. xviii. 9. 
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&, wh Nome Vanily hfo 
of this ce faithfully! 

= glad Ta tlie Ti his novo 
in Ap rag irit All: 


and that nal a few? 'w hy ors 
9 hat his Aiſcip les! Sone 
have carried it with th mm E by 
the borders of the grave! 
the light and trifling behaVieunon 
many around them, and'e 


Rede 


the undiſtinguiſhing terms in 
their ſpiritual Te chers bow 66 
often talk to the ſick and Pr 
with them; may not have chutri. 
buted in many inſtances to the 
dangerous deluſion. Such treat- 
ment muſt certainly tend to en. 
courage it where there was, any 
difpolition towards 1 it before. N59 
it concerns every one to watch 
and pray at all times, and eſpeei 
ally in the near views of another 
world, againſt-this temptation.” 

take heed leſt the pride of his 
heart deceive him, and he be 


found ſeeking ſhelter in a 2 
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fulie NY he 
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ds nf 5 Ft, 
mi wb qe \ 109 y 1 5 $1 
e be law n 
lwing ſh IL or can ever. be E ju Ir 


fed: Thou haft broken "that Taw 


times and ways without Wan 
nor ds it in t y r to make a- 
tone ment for fe cranſateſiobs” 


Thel tears of penitence: become 
thee; but ima Ie not that they, Fil 
or that thy beſt obedience for t e Ki 
future, WA entitle thee. to remif. | 
ſion and ſalvation. That obedi; Bil 
ence at beſt will ever be imperfect: 
And thou art indębted to Gor 
both for power and a diſpoſition 
to perform all thou doeft. Aſter 
having received wilt thou then 
boaft as if thou hadſt not receiv- 
ed? By no means. For know that 
when 1 haſt done all, thou wilt 
have reaſon to acknowledge thy- 
ſelf an unprofitable ſervant, and 


that haſt done but that which as 
thy 


le 


t) 


a holy and righteous Gop ; receiv 0 


Jeſus Chriſt relying upon him & 111 
one for ſal vation; and dictates the 2 
language of the Apoſtle Paul,* Jin 


count all things but loſs for the the 
* excellency of the knowledge ot the 
* Chriſt Jeſus my Lord; if ſo be, 
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« Chriſt; the righteoufne 
is of Gop * e 
conclude w with 

: . Wok ont hints ts. e 
oy 175 ed and di Nee e in gh, 
by tet T afflittions : whoſe ſpirits as 
well as "{trength have been weak- 
ened by the way; and that, not 
merely, to ſuch a degree and in 
ſuch a manner as their diſorder, 
would naturally and neceſſarily. 
occaſion, but from the molt alarm 
ing views, both of their ſufferings 
and of themſelves; as if the Al- 
m1 hty had been manifeſtin there: 
in his indignation againſt them as 
the chief of ſinners, and markin 
them out before-hand as veſſels of 
wrath fitted for deſtruction. Theſe 
are certainly, very haſty and 
ground- 
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their ſin in their Tad F buk 
vertheleſs fickne d pain, are ein 
far common to men that," it . t 
be highly unreaſonable in al th 0 
endure tribulation to think, 1 Ily 118 
either of their character 100 107 


merely from what they fu 
the body. I will ſuppoſe that 50% 
as have been long and heavy 
hat you have ſuffered often, 1 
in a variety of ways: But can'y 
imagine your ſorrows have h 
fuch as none of the peep ople of het 
have ever endured ? Or that 55 


were of a nature, and in a de 
inconſiſtent with his love and 1 

cy towards you? Look into 
records of his ſervants as preſery- 
ed in the ſacred ſcriptures, and 


elſewhere : and examine What! 7 
Word 


being diſcouraged by your ſuffer-' 


ings, you ought rather to be thank- 
ful for them. Let youronly anxiety 


be to have clear evidences of your 


regeneration and adoption, and to 
learn the ſeveral uſeful leſſons your 
alflictions were intended to teach; 
and, far from being diſtreſſed in 
the review of what you have ſut- 
tered, your ſickneſſes and pains 
will furniſh you abundant __ 
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praiſes, as dhe 
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viſiting the SICK. 
0 1 CY — 101 


1 is a wiſe and good maxim, 
though in an Apocryphal Wri- 
ter, © Be not flow to viſit the 
ſick, for that ſhall make thee to 
„be beloved.” An inſpired A- 
ſtle F has carried the ſentiment 
ill farther, and urges a more 
weighty confideration to inſorce 
the practice; . ing. it as an 
act of “ pure religion, and unde- 
“ filed before Gop, even the Fa- 
* ther, to viſit the fatherleſs and 
widows in their affliction.“ It is 
therefore, as ſuch, recommended 
to all in every ſituation who re- 
gard the favour either of Gop or 
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Eccleſiaſticus vii. 35. f James i. 2. 
U man. 
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b ns on viſting 1 the Sick. £4 
-man.. Phere is idee a r ward. 


neſs to iptrude into a ſick ohambei 
the eng trouble 


El themſelves;\>adt 
e who are. moſt gs: 4 
He x in them. More e 
when it appears to — 
from an pertinent cus * 
a diſpoſition to intermeddle ii 
other mens matters, without 2 
any real inclination or capaci 
ſerve them. Yet to- l affli jd 
pity ſhould be ſhewn: And it 
ndoubtedly the generous ardor 6f 
5 1 friendſhip that haſtens 
many to their bed-fides; while the 
ſſions of ſome, and the Con- 
e of others, make it more 
immediately their duty to be often 
there. May the ſick chamber prove 
truly inſtructive to all who are call 
ed into it! And it is equall 
with of humanity and iendlng 
that ſuch may ever render — 
ſelves acceptable and uſeful in that 


ſituation. They mull know: that 
| the V 
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tha afſlicted in many eie 55 

quite alb the cau 7 "aha Fe 

which the are cap Ble. That 8 
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need to be attended with awake 
e, a quick ear; a ſoft voice, à light 
dot, à gentle hand and a ten- 0 
heart. Or, in other words, that it 
becomes thoſe about them to ex- 
ercifſe prudence and {kill, in tl © 
whole of their deportment, as well 
2s, to treat them with all poſſible 
delicacy and tenderneſs: not only 
to avoid Every word, and eve 
every.laok that would either 1n- 
creale their complaints, or render 
them lefs fit to bear them; but , 
to behave ever towards them in 
ſuch a manner as to lighten their 
burden, or ſoothe and chęar their 
ſpirits under it: preſerving, uni- 
ormly and conſcientioully in all 
that they fay and do an inyariable 
regard to the dictates of true wiſ- 
dom, ſound knowledge, and the 
ſtricteſt. fidelity. For, in no cafe 
whatever, can any who attend 
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their moſt important, their immor- 
ieren is depending. | And as 
11e 18 


ries) 


the ſick be juſtified in attempting 
to deceive them, eſpeciallycyhere 


eculiarly uncertain; in the 
circumſtances to which we, xefer, 
ſuch conduct then would, be,anex- 
cuſable in a Phyſician, buy {till 
more 83 a Divine, to whom 5 
great charge is more 1 iatel 
ee I 2 GIN 
a ſituation, a falſe delicacy ;. à miſ. 
taken, a cruel tenderneſs, » 
Having mentioned the Phyſici- 
an, I will beg leave to ſubmit 40 
the Gentlemen of the F i 
(including all who attend the ſick, 
whether Phyſicians or Apotheca- 
the few following extracts 
from a Letter to a Young, Gen- 
leman on his leaving Callege, 
Medicine Doctor with honourable 
Teſtimonials, and entering on the 
Practice of Phyſic x. 
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8 BN I congratulate vou on the 


* credit and ſucceſs with which 
, © you have gone through your 
„ /coufle'of ſtudies prepatatory to 
the Profeſſion upon which you 
t are entering, and the flatteri 
N *-proſpe& which that affords you 
of appearing in it with reputa- 
le t tion and advantage. The Cha- 
| © rafter of a good Phyſiciah'js a 
- truly reſpectable one; and He 
„chat fupports it deſerves well of 
„ all men. The pains he has taken 
„ © to' fit him for it, and the appli- 
cation he muſt ſubmit to, both 
s at home and abroad, in order to 
be uſeful in it, intitle him to 
e, „ univerſal affection and eſteem; 
le if, with the character of the 
judicious and faithful Phyſician, 
* he maintain that of the friend 
of mankind, the Gentleman, 
YM © and the Chriſtian, To ſupport 
U 3 «© each 
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But will you permit-rhe;/befote F 
finiſh my Letter, to ſuggeſt ſome 
hints on the conduct of „Gen- 
* tlemen of your Profeſſien an a 
* ſick Chamber. In that linaſ of 
* life in which you are to appear, 
you will often have to dd rith I tl 
% your fellow - creatures in their Nr 
% more ſerious moments; and ſuch n 


{©:{cenes will probably preſeht' I b 
* themſelves, as, to a young Gen- © 'v 
* tleman of your refined taſte, W © 
may be not only painful but 1 © 1 
* diſguſting. Your good ſenſe, W © 1 
* however, will teach you to 6, | 
„make ſuch candid allowances” Ill © { 
for the different tempers, educa- *© « 
tions and circumſtances of thaſe WM *© 
for whom you are concerned,” « if 
as will enable you ever to act 6455 
in Character both towards ygur 1 
* Patients themſelves and allba- 25 

AP 


round them: .eſpecially: cankti-' 
; fog PT | 66 dering 


enn. 


. ; 
defing the great difadvantigeat' 
„ which yo ſet chem, in facht 
r ſedſong. It will“ be yoùr iſ? 
dom to bear with their wedk” 
meſſes ʒ thoſe at leaſt mto'which 
they are betrayed by their diſ- 
4; treſſes; and a painful anxiety for 
«their. ſpeedy recovery. Suffer, 
% Myd dear Sir, nay, encourage, 
thoſebenquiries which their ſor- 
He ð. naturally dictate, They 
may ſeem to you impertinent ; 
but, if not apparently offered 
« [with diſpoſition to offend, you 
* will not far offended by them. 
If prudence oblige you in ſome 
* inſtances: to wave a direct an- 
„ {wer, by the tender and re- 
ſpectful manner in which you 
decline it, you may even oblige 
and pleaſe, rather than wound, 
the enquirer. I need ſcarce 
mention the impropriety of be- 
ing tedious in your viſits, or in- 
** temperate or delicate in your 
eating and drinking; or caution 
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*the'ether baue. do not ſeem toi 


2; * haſt or; too to Hkar 
«al you r patient — to ſayl Dl. 
rect and gratify him in his infor: 
mation by your enquiries, rathet 
than ſeem inattentive tot! 1 
t muſt ſay, the confidence Which 
Patient repoſes in his Phyfietan, 
in putting his life, under '@bs, 
into dect 3 intitles bing t0 l 
s reſpectful au _ 
2 F — will Bog Ber: 
„ with which — as he Knows 
* the principle that dictates it.— 
In that confidence I will beg 
leave to ſay a word or two on 
« the ſubject of Fees. As a Gen- 
„ tleman by Education and Pro- 
« fefſion, you will deſerve that en- 
couragement which may enable 
vyou to appear ſo, while you con- 


155 tinue to act in charakter: And 
66 real 


eee a 
' reabamerig-willineceflarily immo. | 
©. and: "growing eee and 
**, YOUT: I utation an 
7 5 re a — But by no 
means overlook. even the lower 
«claſſes; of mankind. I could 
« wiſh mo neither to deſpiſe, nor 
( utter neglect even thoſe that 
fe you — are unable to reward 
„% you. Vou will not loſe your 
«, reward either hereafter, or even 
here, for ſervices benevolently 
£ undertaken, though you may 
not receive it either in the way 
or degree, or. at the time you 
5 expected. Mankind are diſ- 
* poled to remark, love and en- 
* courage the humane, conde- 
* ſcending and 1 It 1 — 
true you are to live ö 
15 Profęſſion, and, as I go —_ | 
vou are intitled to a genteel 
fſuſtenance. But do not ſeek it 
% by making a mere mercenary 
90 rade your profeſſion: by 
TSS © extort- 
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<. families,, for months” afid 
to come. This would Ve of 
ing them to pay dear ind ea 
your ſervices even in caſe 
ceſs; and add greatly to a 
Joſs, if, after ſuch heavy exp 
e they are deprived of the head of 
7 it; as well as make them, and: all 
4 about them, ever afraid for the. 
future to ſolicit your'a{liftane, 
„permit me only to add, 


* g ; 
dge of th 
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*.as, from your knowle 55 
human frame, the diſeaſes to, 
£«-which it is incident, "and the 
various provifion made both for 
its ſu and relief, as well as 
„from the teſtimony of the Holy 
Scripture, you cannot but be. 
convinced of the Being, Perfec-, 
tions and Providence of God, it 
.* will be far from a reflection on 


©, your good 
K {kill and 


remarked of fo — 
of. your" Profeſfion;othat 
ave done more Hurt in 


Rt 


% the 4 — world, by their vain 

ind ſceptical. — than - 

f ; im the natural by all thei? 
bre ſeriptions. J am perſuaded, 


i my. Sir, you ſhould 
F ccefsful-in the latter ” 
4 many thouſands, it would pain 
you do think of any one to w fe 
mind you had conveyed an in- 
fection which he will carry with 
„him into another world, and 
* which muſt prove to him there, 
„like the worm that never dies, 
for ever incurable, though inex- 
preſſibly agonizing. You know 
2 | na whom 1. have borrowed 
„the alluſion, and 1 hope you re. 
« vere the authority, 1 have had 
the honour of knowing Phy- 
ſicians in high eſteem, and ex- 
© tenſive, Practiſe, who both by 
1 their converſation and their 

„ prayers, 


8 


Bog a a. 
<« the ſoul, while reſtoringhealth to 
_ the body. The truly chriſtian 1 
Divine, far from being offend- WM  - 
% ed with ſuach an one as inter- 
« fering in his province, will love 
% and thank him for his aſſiſtance 
cin the offices of real benevolence 
+ © ſtances in which ſuch ſervices 
are ever needed, and in which, 
* with a divine bleſſing, they 7 


La) 
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prave of the moſt ſolid and laſt- 
** 10g advantage. Mentioning a 
divine bleſſing, puts me in mind 
««.of an anecdote I have heard of 
« the celebrated Boerhaave: who 
a, D. O. M. F. at the bottom 0H His 
. 66 
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Va every 1 Hat die e 
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Miniſters wfiting the SICK. 
Viiiting the ſick is a ſerious, im 

portant, and very difficult part 
of a * Chriſtian Miniſter's duty: 
And a duty that, if his congre- 
gation is numerous, will require 
much time and thought, and no 


'Imall: degree of 8 zeal to diſ- 
charge 


— 
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their afflictions. -The:pogr ag we 
learned as well as perſons of better 
talefits and a more liberal educa- 
tion; not overlagking children, 
even the meaneſt ervants;. | 
that, if there be any. probabiſi 
of doing may, m. 
vitations from them. And to vilit 
them, not 0 (in the modern 
phraſe) to pay his compliments to 


them, or to ſhew his reſpect to 


them and their friends by: enquiz- 
#ng after their health, and ex- 
preſſing his good wiſhes for their 
recovery; but as part of the flock 
of which he is appointed and has 
engaged to take the overſight at 
all times, and in all circumſtances; 
and to which he is, by virtue of 


his Office as their Paſtor and Shep- 


herd, to pay peculiar attention in 
times of diſtreſs and Gange 


his viſits at thoſe ſeaſons he is call. 
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ood, without formal in- 
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1 5 e aroun&®therh;, 
ad 
then). 


with them and: fbr 
der to perfofm theſe 
duties. of his offñee with propriety 
and advantage ( even' are 
him to haye acq deed a goo | 
of religious Wb e and expe- 


rience himſelf) he will find it ne- 
cellary to know the true characters 


of thoſe with and for whom he is 


concerned, in fuch Eircumftances. 
As he deſires this, it is of the ut. 

moſt importance that he cultivate | 
à conſtant and intimate acquaint- 
ance with his People in health. 
Every miniſter may not have it in 
his power to do this to the degree 


he could wiſh; the great diſtance -- 


at which ſome” live from him, and 
the multiplicity of buſinefs in Which 
others of them are engaged; his i 
health, or various and important 
avocations may render it exceed- 
ing difficult and utterly impracti- 


cable to ſecure frequent integviews 
10120 'Y with 
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to direct him in his pub ye 
ers with and for them in the 17511 5 
of God, and his di ſcourſes to them 
there, but likewiſe, to enable hi 
to know how to addreſs them, TY 
to apply to the Almighty, on their, 
behalf in afflicti6n. I will ſupppſe 
a Miniſter has not been inattentive 
to this part of his duty: and yet 
perhaps, when he comes to the 
bed-fide of a ſick and dying frien 
he may know little of his real cha- 
racter, and nothing of the then 
frame of his mind. Will he, can 
he be unconcerned about it? Or 
in what way is he to have deſirable 
ſatisfaction ? It muſt be either from 
the afflicted himſelf, or thoſe 6 
Ave 


Nat " ma = 15 
aye, n intim a quzifh 

| 5 ae Bum. 
_—— Him fromthe wt 
of OtHerꝭ he will with to hear 
what from his own: His du oh 
his de fire is toſpeakawordmmicaſon' 
to Hm, and to offer petitions ſuit . 
ed to his temper and ſtate. But 
hot can he? They are unknown 
to. him He may, on ee 
with him, betray an ignorance an 
hardiiefs of heart that would ſhe u 
him to be in the gall of bitterneſs! 
arid bonds of iniquity: or he may 
diſcover that in renuouscontmtion;) , 
and deep humility, that beheyij 
dependance on t Saviour, and 
that affectionate love to him, that 
filial fear of GoD, and that lowly 
ſubjection of ſoul to him as his 
heavenly Father, that would give 
his miniſter reaſon to look npon 
him as an heir of Gov, and a joint | 
heir path Jeſus Chrit : Or, after 
all he can hear of him or from 


him, his character may appear ex- 
ne NOR Ng ceedingly | 


*. 
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Gechngzy doubt anche lm 
Be uttefly at a l0fg te judge whether 


N 
death» unto life. And mitiſt not 


every diſcerning mind, that thinks 


with any degree of attentiom 


feriouſneſs, ſee the groſs imp 


| . 

miniſter's praying and conv 

in the dne tric + with perſons: 

a fick bed in ſuch very different 

conditions? Would he not be in 

excuſably betraying the truſt re 

poſed in him, and leading fouls 
Fündfold to the borders of e tet 

nity, in hurrying over the ſarae) 


forms with them all, and encou 


raging the fame hopes in them all; 
without ſo much as knowing any 
thing of their ſpiritual ſtate; or re 
ligious characters? And he is ſtill 
Tore criminal, if, — them, 

e pays no r regard to them; 
Scher Th is ae dreſſes to als Fo 
in thoſe which he preſents to Goh 
for them in their laſt momentsg 

at Wauld 
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9 1 D 
amining his uld not an 
Apathecary - MY to carry 
8 1 him in 
poc ere ever does 
2 it Fe e 
all his Patients, as a Panacea, 
cure for every diſorder? And ſhall 
one that, appears. in a far more im- 
artant character, a, Phyſician of 
vlg rap a part more in judigioi 
undiſt _—_ and de! ructive 
Go forbid ! "But I will ſuppo Et 
know ſomewhat, and that reiße 
to the diſadyantage of the a liSed. 
IL baveaheard, for Pet that he 
has been a prophane ſwearer; a 
drunkard, — or unclean; an, 
enemy of the croſs and. of the goſ- 
pel - 4 Chriſt ; that, he. has aps 
all appearance and. profeſſion 0 
religious fear, and that he reſtraing, 
prayer, bath 1 in private and in "ny 


W] 


ie 1 


Þ: c ns Prue | 
thereof; Mall 1 ey 10 127751 
his, hope ? or to Aae 7325 1 


the conſotations of the gp el With, | 
out knowing; i, havin 880 
reaſon to be leve, „that 7 $ Hee! 
convinced of the gniquity, WH 
fins, and the danger of his fiate 
Oug ht I not rather, when I 
fo on the brink of amy 0 
the fleep of death, en cavo i 
10 rouſe him to ſenfibility, 4 ahd 3 
becomin and neceſſary Conde 
for his ſa ety ? ſhould ! net ink 10 
fulneſs labour to excite his ppre: 
henſions, tears and prayers © 0 0 
„ meaneſt thou O ſleeper! ariſe 
* call upon Gov, if fo We that 
4 God will think u upon thee” that. 
* thou periſh not; rather than 
ſoothe and flatter him, and admi 1 
ſter opiates to the lethar gi, "Suck, J. 
(1 cannot forbear ſa S Aſai here) 
fo, injudicious ud” 00 | deffruBlive. is 
. Ee ©. 
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hot gen the Seti * 
ty; il 10 0 thoſe who ſpeak" 
en in death, A K. | 

ra i 
ng. 7 1 Pye bite end 


above all by adminiſtering the or- 
dinance of the 3 Süpper to 
tem as ſuch: eſpecially conſider. | 
ing the natural vanity of the hu- 
man heart, and the diſpoſition 
many. di ſcover to think more high - 
ly of themſelves than they ought | 
lo 1 15 T have now before me a 
ry ſoler n and alarming meſſage 
NG from Gop by his ſervant EzZe. 
kiel 0 miniſters, who thus 1 X 
the hurt of his pe le ſlighty, fay- 
ing peace, peace, when there is noa 
peace; and I pray Ggy it may 
never be forgotten by me or any 
of my Brethren. 1 mean that in 
Ezekiel, Ch. x11. 10—16. *© Be- 
” cauſe, even becauſe they have 
* ſeduced my people, ſaying, 
Peace, and there was no peace; 
and one built up a wall, and 10 | 
others daubed it with untem- 


pered 
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not dare to withhold it; as ſuch a 
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„ mid(t thereof, and ye ſhal 


e the org. thy 


* accompliſh my wrath. 
„ wall, and upon them t 


* tar, to wit, the Prophet 
4 rael which ſee viſions of peace 
* for her, and there is no peace. 
* ſaith the Lord Gop.”. 1285 ath. 
indeed ſaid that again and again ot. 


rſons of that aracter: Ifaah 
xlviii. 22. & lvii. 21. There is 9 
% peace to the wicked.” Though 
an alarm be painful, if neceſſary, 
let us not Makly, and equally at 
qur on peril and that of thok | 
with whom we have to do, let us 


neglect, as well as the flattery a- 
Bove- mentioned, 7 l 8 117 ? 
peatedly by the Almighty bhimieL 
with very dreadful conſequenays R 


zeKie 
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"not. Nr the ſame. Wackel 
wan ſhall ie in "his injquity ; 
G « it his blood will T TEquire at 
«thine hand.“ 097% Va x. F261 
And as to afflicted Chriſtians 
themfelves, even they may need 
and require very different treat- 
ment. Different Chriſtians have 
made different improvements in 
the divine life; nor have they all 
walked” before Gop with equal 
degrees of ſteadineſs, comfort, and 
uſefulneſs. Some have entertain- 
ed clear and juſt views of the chriſ- 
tian covenant, and haye lived ha- 
bitually and long under their ani- 
mating influence; others ſeem to 
know comparatively little of the 
bleſſings engaged for in it; to whom 
they are promiſed, in what | way 
they are to be obtained, gr of the 
Mediator himſelf throug whom 
they are imparted. Some have 


Joy 


e aa the Sick. - 
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to 889 
Know that if their eart 
'of this t ernacle, be 8 hey 
have a building of Gop, 
not made with 5 eternal M the 
| heavens, Others walk in.darknek 
and ſee 52 and have, thrangh 
. fear of deat Deen all. their hve 
time ſubject to bondage, In a word, 
the frames, diſpoſitions and attain- 
£ ments of mens minds ſeem as*va- 
. rious as the conſtitutions and dif. 
br orders of their bodies : And the 
'former may require as different 
advices from their Miniſters, as the 
latter from their Phy licians. It 


would lead me far beyond my pre. 
ſent deſign, nor ſhould I think of 


df thren, what they ſhould ſay to the 
1 ſick in the ſeveral caſes that occur, 
| or in what words they ſhould pra 

i | for them. All I wiſh 1 18, tO 20 ju 
= ontheirheartsand my own, aſerious 
Ml and abiding convidion of the pro- 
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attempting, to dictate to my Bre- 
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tion, caution, admonuitich, 'or c- 
ſolation as. the-different 
and conditions of the afflited'may 


N ./oggp That thus, in aur: private 
viſits, as well as in our publick 
E aſter the a af 
| Apolilcs* * we may be warn- 
„ing every man, and en R 
* every man —— all wiſdom, that 
* we ma ent aye 

«fe nay pr it Jeſus, Amen” 
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